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Sabbatical Scribblings 
     
 Hands-down, the most frequent question I’m asked after my    
sabbatical summer of  renewal is, “What was your favorite part of  the 
experience?”  
 This is a difficult question to answer, partly because each experience    
was deliberately different from the next, and partly because each was 
meant to be part of  the larger, overall endeavor.  
 Sparing the details about all of  the sights we saw and the places we    
visited (Stonehenge, the Eiffel Tower, Big Ben, etc.), let it suffice to say 
we checked a lot of  things off  of  our bucket lists, added many cool 
stamps to our passports and logged lasting memories in our family’s 
storybook. 

SEE SABBATICAL, PAGE 4 
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Inaugural Issue! 

This is Cross of Grace’s first 
issue of Grace Stories – a 

magazine aiming to tell the 
stories of the incredible 

people and amazing ministries 
God is working through to 
make a positive impact in  

the world.  !
What’s Inside? 

- A unique ministry provides an 
unexpected gift (p. 3) 
- Reflections on a career 
creating medicine at Lilly (p. 6) 
- A personal story of refugee 
resettlement (p. 10) !

New Website 

The church website has a fresh 
new look with new features 

and helpful information. Also 
included is an online giving 

feature! Check it out: 
www.crossofgrace.org/give

GRACESTORIES 
Informing  |  Inspiring  |  Inviting
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Let’s Tell A Better Story !
Our stories can define, encourage, inform, and inspire our life together 

as people of  God. This begs the question:  

“How can we do a better job of  sharing the stories                     
of  our congregation?” 

This publication is one answer to that question. 

In these pages we will introduce you to Cross of  Grace’s Partners in 
Mission and share stories of  how our faith is translating into life-

changing action in our community, nation, and the world. 

If  you have a story about yourself  or someone else that you think 
needs to be shared, please contact Pastor Aaron at (317) 861-0977 or 
pastoraaron@crossofgrace.org. Also we are always looking for people 

to interview and write these stories, so if  you have any journalism 
experience or interest, let us know and we will put you to work helping 

people tell their stories! 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Mark Havel 
Pastor 
pastormark@crossofgrace.org !
Aaron Stamper 
Pastor of Youth & Family Ministry 
pastoraaron@crossofgrace.org !
Linda Sevier 
Administrative Assistant 
churchoffice@crossofgrace.org !
Jim Rowe 
Minister of Music 
jrowe@crossofgrace.org !
Phil Jacoby 
Worship Band Leader 
phillipjacoby@gmail.com

Cross of Grace               
A community of grace 

sharing God’s love with no 
strings attached!

3519 S 600 W 
New Palestine, IN 46163 

(317) 861-0977 

Office Hours: M–Thurs 9am-2pm 
www.crossofgrace.org !

Weekly Schedule: 
Sunday 
8:30am - Traditional Worship 
9:45am - Education/Fellowship Hour 
10:45am - Contemporary Worship 
1:30pm - Financial Peace Class* 
5:00pm - Contemplative Worship 
5:45pm - Bells of Grace* 
7:00pm - Alleluia Ringers* 

Monday 
5:30pm - Sounds of Praise* 
6:30pm - Men’s Bible Study 
6:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 

Tuesday 
6:30pm - SonRise Bible Study 
7:00pm - Council (3rd Tuesdays) 

Wednesday 
7:00pm - Choir Practice 

Thursday 
9:00am - Women’s Bible Study 
7:00pm - Worship Band Practice 
7:00pm - Bethel Bible Series* 
7:30pm - Alcoholics Anonymous 

Friday 
7:00pm - Craft Fellowship (3rd Fri) 

* contact church if interested  
in participating 

Check online for special events!
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SonRise Ministry’s  
Seat of Honor !

ometimes doing a good deed can take on a life 
of  its own. 
  That’s what happened recently when Cross of  

Grace’s SonRise Bible Study group learned that a 
New Palestine man with significant physical ailments 
and deficiencies was in need of  a new recliner. The 
chair is important to Stephen Murray because that is 
where he spends most of  his life. 
 Stephen is blind, unable to talk, and can’t walk by     
himself. He lives in a house with two other disabled 
roommates, which is arranged by 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities, 
which provides 24-hour care. 
Stephen was placed in the home 
after his mother died and his 
brother, who served as his guardian, 
had a stroke around Christmas and 
could no longer care for him. 
 For the past five years, Debbie     
Hurst has taken Stephen to the 
SonRise Bib le Study weekly 
meetings at Cross of  Grace, which 
are designed for developmentally-
challenged adults. 
 Debbie described Stephen as a     
“gentle soul” who responds with 
love to those who gather at the bible 
study meetings. “There are times 
when the Holy Spirit works through 
Stephen and he smiles and laughs,” she said. “People 
are so giving of  their time with him.” 
 Prior to one SonRise Bible Study she told Arv     
Holden and John Roberts, Cross of  Grace Partners in 
Mission, about the need for the chair before a 
meeting and they quickly got to work raising money 
to buy it. 
 “Just any chair wasn’t going to do it,” Debbie said.     
Stephen’s old leather chair was cracked and worn. “It 
was falling apart,” she said. Stephen has a curved 
spine and digestive issues and it was necessary for 

him to get a comfortable chair that would meet       
his needs. 
 By the end of  the SonRise meeting, the group had     
raised nearly enough money to buy the recliner. 
 “It was unbelievable how people were coughing up     
money,” Arv said. “It blew me away! What a 
wonderful bunch of  people!” 
 Arv and his wife Sharon were shopping for     
furniture one day when they ran across a recliner they 
thought might fit the bill. “We found this fantastic 
chair,” Arv said. 
 The next day, the Holden’s took Debbie over to     
the furniture store to see if  she liked the chair. “She 
was excited,” Arv said. 
 “It was more than perfect,” Debbie said. “I could     
have cried. It was the most awesome thing.” 

 Ameriana Bank in Knightstown also    
contributed $50 to help buy the chair, 
which can recline completely flat. “For 
his quality of  life, that chair is 
fabulous,” Debbie said. W h e n i t 
came time to deliver the new recliner 
to Stephen’s home on the east side of  
Gem Road, Arv’s grandson, Kirkland 
Smith and his friend Josh Kinser came 
to help move his old chair out and 
move the new one in. 
 When Stephen sat down in the chair,    
his face lit up and it showed how much 
he liked it. “It was pretty exciting,” Arv 
said. “He had the biggest grin that 
you’ve ever seen and that was our 
‘thank you.’” 
 By the end of  the day, everyone who    

had been involved in the effort to get the new chair 
was happy they had done a good deed. “No one 
expected them to do that and it turned out really 
cool,” Sharon said. 
 The Holden’s daughter, Jill, attends the SonRise     
Bible Study meetings, along with her parents. 
Approximately a dozen students are in the group and 
there are usually around 15 “helpers” at the meetings. 
 The SonRise Bible Study meets weekly (from     
Labor Day to Memorial Day) on Tuesdays at 6:30pm. 

– Bettina Puckett

Stephen in his new chair

S
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SABBATICAL 
Continued From Page 1 

 Along the way, we spent time with our extended     
family, we reconnected with some old friends, and we 
learned a lot about each other, too. I’m not sure when 
my boys will feel compelled to hold my hand and 
follow me around – to need, to rely on, to learn from 
me – like they did in all those strange cities and 
foreign places. I noted and relished those moments 
over the course of  our travels.  
 Similarly, when it was just the two of  us, it was     
nice for Christa and me to see how we could still 
spend time and have fun without discussing, worrying 
about or contending with the kids at every turn. As 
the Lilly Endowment hopes, the ability to step away 
from the demands of  ministry and to live life at a 
different pace has great value. For the Havels, the 
personal, quality family time we shared was priceless. 
 More specifically, our time in Wittenberg,     
Germany, was a meaningful way to connect with our 
history and heritage. It was enlightening to see those 
sights and to spend time in the place I’ve heard and 
read so much about. It was particularly meaningful to 
read Luther’s biography while walking those streets 
and shar ing the same space he and h i s 
contemporaries shared. 

!!
 In Haiti, I was able to spend more time visiting     
with the people of  Fondwa than is usually possible 
when we go as a team of  mission trippers. While I 
spent one day painting the house some from our 
group started to build in February, the rest of  the 
week I was able to visit with our friends in their 
homes, worship with the sisters in their chapel, play 
with kids on the front porch of  the guest-house and, 
of  course, visit with the other children at the 
orphanage. Our Haitian friends were as welcoming as 
ever and, I believe, surprised and grateful that I would 
choose to visit them as part of  my time away. 
 One layer of  the renewal experience, unknown to     
most, is the time I spent learning and engaging the 
practice of  Transcendental Meditation (TM). I’ve 
kept this relatively private, partly because I wasn’t sure 
what I was getting into, and partly because there was 
some suspicion about others’ reactions to the idea. In 
short, not knowing what others might think, believe, 
or assume about Transcendental Meditation, I didn’t 
want the congregation to worry I was going to leave 
as Pastor Mark and return as Pastor/Guru Maharishi, 
or something. 
 All of  that said, the practice of  TM informed the     
renewal experience throughout my summer and it 
remains a practice – as I hoped it would – which will 
be part of  my spiritual exercise and growth into the 
future. Again, I’ll leave the details for another time, 
but I plan to share the benefits and blessings I 
continue to take from TM, through classes and 
reflections at Cross of  Grace, as it relates to the 
Christian disciplines of  prayer and sabbath. (Please let 
me know if  Transcendental Meditation is something 
you’ve practiced, or that interests you in any way.) 

Luther statue in Wittenberg Square

With Bervincia, the Havel’s sponsor child
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 One of  the most profound     
realizations I had over the course of  
the renewal time was that one of  
sabbath’s greatest gifts is to teach us 
what we can/should do without 
and what can/should do without us. 
 I hope I’ll be able to return to     
my work more mindful of  what I 
can/should do without: the small 
stuff, the details, the minutia and 
micro-managing that, frankly, I’m prone to and that 
feeds some strange part of  who I am. I hope I’ll be 
able to move forward in ministry with an ability to 
choose what matters, more often than choosing the 
“little things” that tend to get in my way.  
 My time away has helped me see the value of  the     
former for me, for my family and, ultimately, for my 
work in the long run. It is a blessing to learn what 
you can/should do without, and to live and work 
differently because of  it. 
 It is also good for the soul to learn about what     
can/should do without you every once in awhile.  
 While it was fun, exciting, and an overwhelming     
joy to experience this summer of  adventure, many of  
you have guessed that it wasn’t easy to walk away 
from my ministry for all those weeks. No matter the 
faith, trust and hope I had in Pastor Aaron and Linda 
Sevier and our Partners in Mission, as a whole, to 
keep things rolling in my absence, I had never been 

so u t t e r l y and de l i b e r a t e l y 
disconnected from our life together 
in the 14 years that we’ve shared it.  
   It is as humbling as it is hopeful 
to see that life goes on in your 
absence. 
   It is a humbling kind of  relief  to 
see that our ministry is bigger than 
this Pastor; that others can do what 
I do for and with you all, and do it 

well; that new gifts and different abilities, in the form 
of  a new Pastor and/or different Partners in Mission, 
will grow us and stretch us and challenge us to be 
even more of  who God wants us to be.  
 I am reminded that God’s work, done through me,     
is powerful because it’s God’s work, not me, that 
makes it matter. This is a lesson that pastors, and 
others in positions of  leadership, can fool themselves 
into ignoring without a reality-check every once in 
awhile. My summer away was that kind of  holy 
reality-check in this regard. 
 Finally, as with almost every story I tell, the     
experience of  this summer begins and ends with 
grace and gratitude.  
 Of  course, none of  this could have happened     
without the grant Cross of  Grace received from the 
Lilly Foundation. Their respect for pastoral ministry 
and their commitment to the work of  congregations 
encourages such experiences to be dreamed in the 
first place and realized, in the end. And, while the 
process of  applying and writing the grant – 
attempting to “win” and “earn” the reward – also 
tempts one to start thinking he/she deserves such a 
gift, I’m under no delusion that every bit of  this is an 
expression of  grace.  
 I’m grateful for a congregation that is healthy     
enough, faithful enough, and grounded enough in the 
sort of  grace we proclaim that its people could share 
it, celebrate it, and allow me, my family and each 
other to receive some measure of  it in such 
abundance.

Disclaimer: Pastor Aaron and I thought the 
timing was right for this first edition of our 
newest publication to include a reflection about 
my recent summer of sabbath and renewal. With 
that in mind, I hope this will be received with the 
understanding that I’m still processing and 
making sense of all that I stand to learn from my 
time away. Please accept this as my attempt at 
sharing a bit of what will take more reflection 
and words than I have time for here.The Havels in front of the Berliner Dom

“I am reminded that 
God’s work, done 

through me, is 
powerful because it’s 
God’s work, not me, 

that makes it matter.”
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    The Science of  
!
! ! !

ome scientists can work an entire career in the 
pharmaceutical industry and never see a drug 
go to market. Cross of  Grace Partner in 

Mission Charles “Chuck” Hershberger worked on a 
total of  15 products at Eli Lilly which are on the 
market today. “I worked on two to three times as 
many that didn’t make it,” he said. 
 In his career with Lilly, Chuck was responsible for     
numerous patents and scientific advances that have 
shaped medicine and pharmaceuticals today. 
Hershberger worked at Lilly from 1976 to 2002, 
when he retired. 
 Chuck served as one of  23 research advisors in a     
total scientific staff  of  about 4,500 at Lilly. “My job 
function was beating down the frontiers of  disease 
and pestilence to make the world a better place for 
God’s children to live,” he said with a smile. 
 He saw 12 human health products and three     
animal health products go to market, including 
Humulin, a human insulin. Humulin is used to treat 
diabetes. It replaced insulin made from pigs. “Some 
people couldn’t tolerate pig insulin,” he said. “It has 
different amino acids.” 
 L i l l y l a u n c h e d t h e f i r s t     
recombinant and initially had 100 
percent of  the insulin market share, 
but today has about half, he said. It 
takes about 10 years to launch a 
new product. 
 “I worked on more diabetes     
insulin-related products than any 
other class of  product,” Chuck said. 
Type I diabetes is fatal if  not 
treated, he said. 
 One of  the drugs Chuck helped     
develop was called Tobramycin, which is an antibiotic 
used to fight infection. His work on the medicine hit 
very close to home when his wife Marla was given 
the drug while in the hospital fighting thyroid cancer. 
“Marla had a serious infection,” he said. 
 He also helped develop Hematrope, a human     
growth hormone that is used to treat dwarfism. 

 Furthermore, Chuck helped bring a drug called     
Xigris to market. “It helped fight bacterial infections, 
such as meningitis,” he said.  
 “[This medicine] saves 450 lives a day,” Chuck     
said. “To think of  that sends chills down my spine. 
People are living and walking around who wouldn’t 
be doing so otherwise.” 
 Chuck spent his entire career in a windowless     
building on the Lilly campus in downtown 
Indianapolis. “Building 328 was used to build 
airplane propellers during World War I,” he said. The 
company tore down the building two years after 
Chuck retired. 

 At any given time, Chuck             
had a small lab with three to 12 
people working for him.  
During his career, Chuck helped 
bring 23 new patents to fruition. 
“When a patent is issued, the 
company gives you one dollar,” he 
said. Employees must sign an 
agreement giving all rights for the 
invention to Lilly. “Anything you 
discover is company property,” he 
said. “Anything you discover within 
five years of  leaving the company is 

also company property.” 
 Chuck said a large number of  patent applications     
get turned down and must be appealed. 
 During his off  time, Chuck helped edit seven     
scientific books over the years and helped organize 
international conferences. “I felt a lot of  pride doing 
that,” he said.

Healing

“My job function was 
beating down the 
frontiers of disease 

and pestilence to 
make the world a 

better place for God’s 
children to live.”

Chuck & Marla Hershberger

S
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 Chuck was raised in Vandalia, Ill., but his early     
years were not easy. The Rev. Merrill and Betty 
Hershberger adopted him when he was 16. 
 “The State of  Illinois placed me in their home as a     
foster child several weeks before my 12th birthday, 
when my biological family disintegrated due to my 
father’s alcoholism and mother’s commitment to a 
mental institution,” he said. “My father was 
incarcerated in the Vandalia State Farm for Criminal 
Offenders.”  
 Merrill Hershberger was a minister in the     
Christian Church, Disciples of  Christ in Vandalia. 
Merrill and Betty had two other children, Christine 
and Kathryn, both of  whom are younger than 
Chuck. Betty was a professional flutist, who played in 
the Peoria Symphony in Peoria, Ill., and later in the 
Florida Symphony in Orlando, Fla. 
 Chuck earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry     
from Eureka College in 1964. He met Marla there 
when they were undergraduate students. He later 
earned a PhD in biochemistry from the University of  
Illinois’ College of  Medicine in Chicago in 1967 and 
completed post-doctoral studies in molecular biology 
at the University of  Wisconsin in Madison in 1969. 
 “No degree is awarded for post-doctoral studies,”     
he said. “It affords young scientists the opportunity 
to totally immerse themselves conducting research in 
the laboratory of  a renowned scientist without the 
d i s t r a c t i o n o f  c o m p e t i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l 
responsibilities.” 
 Outside of  his work at Lilly, Chuck has worked     
with youth organizations over the years. He founded 
the Dragon Wrestling Club in New Palestine and was 
its first president. He completed 10 years as a referee, 
including three years as state director of  officials for 
the Indiana State Wrestling Association. He was also 
a Boy Scout leader for 20 years. 
 He has received numerous awards, including the     
Scientific Achievement Award from the American 
Society of  Microbiology. 
 Chuck joined the Lutheran Church after marrying     
Marla, who is a lifelong Lutheran. Marla began a day 
care for preschool children in their home while 
Chuck was in graduate school. 
“She continued the day care until all of  our children 
were in school,” he said. “Then she joined Conner 
Prairie Pioneer Settlement as a historical interpreter. 
She worked more than 20 years at Conner Prairie and 
retired after she was diagnosed with thyroid cancer  
in 2004.” 
 Marla claims her primary career was a homemaker,     
wife and mother. “We are proud of  our three 

children, ages 50, 46 and 38,” Chuck said. Each of  
their children graduated from New Palestine High 
School. They also have five grandchildren. 
 Chuck and Marla’s daughter, Jaime was diagnosed     
as developmentally-challenged at a young age. Marla 
enrolled Jaime in a Lutheran Disabilities Ministry 
Bible Study at Greenfield Park Chapel Christian 
Church in 1992. Marla was an assistant leader until 
the primary leaders from the church bowed out of  
the program in 1996. 
 Chuck agreed to become the primary leader of  the     
class, provided that it could be moved to St. James 
where they could enlist the help of  members in their 
home church. “I continued leading the class at St. 
James until a year after joining Cross of  Grace in 
2011,” he said. 
 A new class was started at Cross of  Grace in     
2012. “The support at Cross of  Grace has been 
overwhelming,” Chuck said. “Several Partners in 
Mission, in addition to the leaders who transferred 
from St. James, have stepped up to help lead          
the class.” 
 The Lutheran Disabilities Ministry has changed     
names over the years – first to Friendship Bible 
Studies, and more recently to SonRise Ministry. The 
organization is active in Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, 
Wisconsin, Texas and Colorado. 
 Kroger in Greenfield employed Jaime as a bagger     
while she was still in high school. “Today, Kroger 
employs Jaime and three other high functioning 
challenged adults in the same role,” Chuck said. 

 – Bettina Puckett      

Forging a Path of Faithfulness 
Giving to our Building Fund has been generous in ways that 
allow us to pay more than our minimum monthly payments 
to the Mission Investment Fund. Our hope is to continue 
this faithful debt reduction because it will allow us to expand 
our mission and outreach. Imagine if  we could take the 
money we currently use to pay our mortgage and share it 
with worthwhile ministries for the good of  the kingdom. 

With that in mind, please plan to join us the weekend of  
November 14th – 16th, to make new commitments to our 
Building Fund for the coming year. We’ll use our new and 
improved labyrinth for our 36-Hour Prayer Vigil over the 
course of  the weekend and end it all with our Commitment 
Sunday, November 16th. It will be a great way to celebrate 
God’s blessings through our ministry and to pray for ways 
we’ll continue to follow God’s lead into the future.
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HAVE YOU READ THIS?

Dear Parents With Young 
Children In Church 

by Jamie Bruesehoff  !
ou are doing something really, really important. 
I know it's not easy. I see you with your arms 
overflowing, and I know you came to church 

already tired. Parenting is tiring. Really tiring. 
 I watch you bounce and sway trying to keep the     
baby quiet, juggling the infant car seat and the diaper 
bag as you find a seat. I see you wince as your child 
cries. I see you anxiously pull things out of  your bag 
of  tricks to try to quiet them. 
 And I see you with your toddler and your     
preschooler. I watch you cringe when your little girl 
asks an innocent question in a voice that might not be 
an inside voice let alone a church whisper. I hear the 
exasperation in your voice as you beg your child to 
just sit, to be quiet as you feel everyone's eyes on you. 
Not everyone is looking, but I know it feels that way. 
 I know you're wondering, is this worth it? Why do     
I bother? I know you often leave church more 
exhausted than fulfilled. But what you are doing is so 
important. 
 When you are here, the church is     
filled with a joyful noise. When you 
are here, the Body of  Christ is more 
fully present. When you are here, we 
are reminded that this worship thing 
we do isn't about bible study or 
personal, quiet contemplation but 
coming together to worship as a 
community where all are welcome, 
where we share in the Word and Sacrament together. 
When you are here, I have hope that these pews 
won't be empty in 10 years when your kids are old 
enough to sit quietly and behave in worship. I know 
that they are learning how and why we worship now, 
before it's too late. They are learning that worship is 
important. 
 I see them learning. In the midst of  the cries,     
whines, and giggles, in the midst of  the crinkling of  
pretzel bags and the growing pile of  crumbs, I see a 
little girl who insists on going two pews up to share 

peace with someone she's never met. I hear a little 
boy slurping (quite loudly) every last drop of  his 
communion wine out of  the cup, determined not to 
miss a drop of  Jesus. I watch a child excitedly color a 
cross and point to the one in the front of  the 
sanctuary. I hear the echos of  "Amens" just a few 
seconds after the rest of  the community says it 
together. I watch a boy just learning to read try to 
sound out the words in the worship book or count 
his way to Hymn 672. Even on weeks when I can't 
see my own children learning because, well, it's one 
of  those mornings, I can see your children learning. 
 I know how hard it is to do what you're doing, but     
I want you to know it matters. It matters to me. It 
matters to my children to not be alone in the pew. It 
matters to the congregation to know that families 
care about faith, to see young people... and even on 
those weeks when you can't see the little moments, it 
matters to your children. 
 It matters that they learn that worship is what we     
do as a community of  faith, that everyone is 
welcome, that their worship matters. When we teach 
children that their worship matters, we teach them 
that they are enough right here and right now as 
members of  the church community. They don't need 
to wait until they can believe, pray or worship a 

certain way to be welcome here, and 
I know adults who are still looking 
to be shown that. It matters that 
children learn that they are an 
integral part of  this church, that 
their prayers, their songs, and even 
their badly (or perfectly-timed, 
depending on who you ask) cries 
and whines are a joyful noise 
because it means they are present. 

 I know it's hard, but thank you for what you do     
when you bring your children to church. Please know 
that your family -- with all of  its noise, struggle, 
commotion, and joy -- are not simply tolerated, you 
are a vital part of  the community gathered in 
worship. !

This article originally appeared on Jamie’s blog “I Am 
Totally *that* Mom” on Sunday, May 19, 2013. 

Reproduced with permission from the author.

Y

“I know how hard it 
is to do what you’re 

doing, but I want you 
to know it matters.”
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 Pastor Aaron has been selected to be a part of  a     
cohort of  16 other young Indiana pastors who will 
participate in a series of  meetings, conversations 
with outstanding leaders, and two study tours over 
a two-year period. The cohort meets for multi-day 
retreats at Wabash College every two months. 
 The Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program     
provides pastors with a rich understanding of  
public life in Indiana and Christian resources that 
will help prepare them for major leadership roles. 
The goals of  the program are to enhance 

excellence in ministry of  a group of  talented young 
pastors in Indiana and to raise the professional and 
social status of  ministry appropriately by 
expanding their circles of  contacts and influence. 
 Pastor Mark participated in the first Wabash     
program cohort in 2009-2010 and encouraged 
Pastor Aaron to apply. 
 Founded at Wabash College in 2008, the     
Pastoral Leadership Program, has been generously 
funded by a grant from Lilly Endowment Inc.

Pastor Aaron Accepted Into Pastoral Leadership Program

God’s Work,  
Our Hands Sunday !

On Sunday, Sept. 7 over 60 Partners in Mission 
at Cross of  Grace rolled up their sleeves and 
got to work on various projects at Lutheran 

Child and Family Services as part of  the 
ELCA’s annual “God’s Work, Our Hands” 

nationwide day of  service.  

A highlight of  the day was seeing families and 
several generation working together. And as 

you can see by the photos, everyone managed 
to have a lot of  fun!  The staff  at LCFS was 
amazed by the turnout and the amount of  
work that was accomplished and they hope  

we return next year! 



anis Janelsins gets misty-eyed when he thinks 
back to a school chore he and his twin brother, 
Gunars, used to perform when they were in the 

5th grade. 
 It wasn’t the chore itself  – it was their father’s     
emotional reaction to the task of  them raising and 
lowering the flag every day. “We would take care of  
the flag,” Janis said. “When it rained, we would take it 
down.” 
 The boys weren’t even     
American citizens yet, but they 
realized this patriotic job was 
an honorable task. “My Dad 
loved this country,” Janis said, 
wiping a tear. “But he didn’t 
take the time to become a 
citizen himself  because it 
would take time away from 
work.” 
 Two years after the end of      
World War II, nearly 850,000 
people lived in displaced 
persons camps across Western 
Europe, such as the one in 
Germany where the Janelsins 
family – Eduards and Malvine, 
Ruta, Janis and Gunars – 
resided.  
 Janis’ family stayed in the     
D.P. camp until they learned 
that the Lutheran church 
would help bring them to the 
United States. “They couldn’t 
go back to Latvia,” Janis said. 
“My parents wouldn’t go back because of  
Communism.” 
 The family was part of  35,000 displaced persons     
being resettled in the United States by the National 
Lutheran Council. In July of  1949 the Janelsins 
learned that A.E. Hartmann, a farmer in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, would sponsor them to come to the    
United States.  

 The Janelsins arrived in New York on board a U.S.     
Army transport called “Marine Jumper” on July 19, 
1949, They only had $10 to their name, which the 
Lutheran church had given them. The first money 
they had to spend was for a pay toilet in New York 
for Janis and his brother. “No one spoke English,”  
he said. 
 “Mr. Hartmann met his new employee and family     

when they arrived by train in 
T e r r e H a u t e a t n o o n 
yesterday,” said a small story in 
The Terre Haute Star, printed 
on July 21, 1949. “Dr. Fred M. 
Hanes of  the Lutheran 
Resettlement Service for 
I n d i a n a c o m p l e t e d t h e 
arrangements for the Janelsins’ 
trip to this country.” 
 Janis’ father worked at the    
Hartmann farm for a year. 
“They would occasionally 
come to a church service in 
Indianapolis that was Latvian,” 
he said. 
 In 1950, when the Korean    
War had started, Janis’ Dad 
and uncle applied for jobs at 
the New York Central Railroad 
maintenance facility in Beech 
Grove. “They told some lies 
and said they had worked on 
railroads in Latvia,” he said. 
Both of  them got hired and 
they did jobs such as ripping 

out floors in freight cars and putting in new ones. 
 The family soon moved to Indianapolis and     
bought a house on English Avenue that cost $5,000. 
“We lived there for five years and paid off  the 
house,” he said. 
 There was some prejudice exhibited toward the     
Latvian family. Janis’ parents were hard workers, but 
could speak only broken English.

Charter Voices: 
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!
The Janelsins’ Path Through the War 

June 17, 1940 Latvia annexed by the Soviet Union 

June 28, 1940 Ruta (Janis’ sister) is born 

July 23, 1940 U.S. Foreign Affairs Department declares the occupation of  the Baltic countries is illegal 

1941 to 1945 Germany turns on the Soviet Union and occupies Latvia  

March, 1943 Germany begins compulsory recruitment of  Latvian civilians into its occupation army, 
and Janis’ father is placed in the German Army. “He deserted and then burned down his 
home and his barns so the Germans couldn’t get to them,” Janis said. Janis’ parents and 
sister then rode by horse until they could get on a freighter.  They were surprised to find 
that freighter going to Germany. There, they were in a forced labor camp in Bavaria. 

June 27, 1946  Janis and his brother are born in Neunburg vorm Wald (part of  the American zone)  

 Janis and his brother started to school at IPS     
School No. 28, although they could not speak 
English.  
 The twin brothers graduated from Warren Central     
High School in 1964. Both boys earned college 
scholarships and became American citizens when 
they were 18. Janis attended Butler University.  
 Janis belonged to a fraternity, Lambda Chi Alpha.     
He got his liberal arts degree in U.S. history and 
government, and sociology, and minored in 
education. 
 He was hired back at IPS School No. 28 – the     
same school he had attended as a child. “I wanted to 
work in the inner city,” he said. “Some of  the 
teachers I’d had were still there.” 
 Janis taught there for three years and then met his     
wife, Anne, who was teaching special education. 
“Even on our first date, we thought we should get 
married,” he said with a smile. 
 After starting a football program and working at     
IPS for three more years, Janis got his principal’s 
credentials and decided to get out of  IPS. “It was a 
joke,” he said of  the school system. He had 35 kids 
stuffed in a class and there were not enough school 
books, so the children had to share. And the books 
were not allowed to be taken home. 
 As part of  the teachers’ union, Janis and his     
coworkers went on strike. “Since it was illegal for a 
teacher to strike, we all got arrested,” he said. Later, 
the strike was settled and his record was wiped clean. 

 With seven years of  experience, Janis got a job at     
Stonybrook Middle School in Warren Township, 
where he taught for 29 years. He was an 8th grade 
history teacher, and he also coached football, 
wrestling and track. 
 Janis’ dad died in 1986 before Latvia re-established     
its independence in 1991, following the breakup of  
the Soviet Union. “Dad was convinced the Soviet 
Union would collapse, and it did,” he said. His 
mother died in 1999 without returning to Latvia.  
Janis also has never been back to Europe. 
 These days, Janis and Anne stay busy doing a     
number of  activities and jobs taking care of  Cross of  
Grace Lutheran Church. Janis retired 9 years ago, 
while Anne retired 8 years ago. “It is such a joy to 
work at the church,” he said. 
 The Janelsins have been associated with Cross of      
Grace from nearly the very beginning of  the church. 
“We were there at the second meeting at the Oxley’s 
house,” he said. 
 Janis said it was an honor to recruit Pastor Mark     
Havel to lead the church. “We were blessed to get 
Mark right out of  seminary,” he said. “The bishop 
called him a number one draft choice.” 
 Today, the Janelsins live in the same New Palestine     
house they have had for the past 40 years. Anne’s 
101-year-old mother, Alta Ford, lives with them. They 
have two sons, Eriks (living in Wheeling, WV) and 
Karlis (living in Madison, WI). Karlis and his wife 
Amy have a one year old child, Maija. 

– Bettina Puckett
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Purchased–an Indy-based advocacy organization with the mission of  empowering 
the community to end modern day slavery–is coming to Cross of  Grace on Sunday, 
October 19 at 6pm to screen the documentary Sex + Money. This documentary 
shines a light on the domestic trafficking of  minors by following a team that traveled 
around the US interviewing federal agents, victims, politicians, former pimps, etc and 
discusses the supply & demand of  the issue. A discussion forum will follow the 
movie. Pizza will be provided. Please RSVP by contacting the church office. !!

Cross of  Grace’s Annual Hymnfest and Oktoberfest celebration will be held on 
Sunday, October 26 at 5pm. Join us for festive singing, sample a beer from Cross of  
Grace’s Home Brew Club, and play a hand at our “Hold ‘Em For Haiti” poker & 
euchre tournament that will raise funds for the 2015 Haiti mission trip. !!

Back by popular demand, Rev. Warren Lynn, a bona fide labyrinth guru, will join us 
for a forum on Sunday, November 9 at 9:45am to explore the history and 
spirituality of  labyrinths and also share how our own labyrinth can be a meaningful 
tool for prayer and meditation.  !!

We have partnered with Caldwell Travel to offer “On The Trail of  Martin Luther”– an 
11-day tour of  Germany highlighted by trips to important Reformation sites in 
Wittenberg, Leipzig, Erfurt, and more. Travel dates are May 13-23, 2015). Book your 
travel by November 14 in order to receive the $200 early registration discount. Call 
Caldwell Travel at (317) 885-9855 for details or to RSVP. ! !

Cross of  Grace will host the Messiah Community Sing Event on Sunday, 
November 30th, at 2pm. This wonderful multi-generational worship opportunity 
will include the Greenfield Community Orchestra, members of  the Greenfield 
Community Choir, and anyone in the surrounding communities who want to join in! 
All voices and ages are welcome to sing. !!

On Monday, December 1 at 5:30pm Cross of  Grace will be hosting a sexual abuse 
prevention program called “Stewards of  Children.” This program has been 
developed by the national organization Darkness to Light. The training is for adults 
who work with children and adolescents. Registration is free and open to the public. 
Registration is limited to 25 participants. ! !

The 2015 ELCA National Youth Gathering will be held in Detroit, Michigan         
July 15-19. This event offers young people an opportunity to explore and strengthen 
their faith by studying God’s word, serving their neighbor, worshiping, and 
participating in lively faith discussions. 

Participation in the National Youth Gathering is only possible thanks to the financial 
assistance of  the congregation. Look for various fundraising events and opportunities 
throughout the year.

LOOKING  AHEAD
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