
 

  
   

 

Beebe Brave 
ighting a disease like tonsil cancer can be overwhelming, but it helps 
tremendously when your family and friends are there to support you, said Steve 
Beebe, a Cross of  Grace Partner in Mission who was diagnosed with cancer in 

December. 

 Steve has been Director of  Choirs at New Palestine High School for 11 years. He 
has served as the choir director at Cross of  Grace for about seven years. 

 At 47 years old, Steve was leading a busy life and was surprised, to say the least, 
when tests confirmed the cancer. Steve is not a smoker and didn't consider himself  to 
be a high risk. 

 He first became aware that he might have a health problem last May when he felt a 
lump in his lymph node. A quick visit to a health clinic provided him with an ear 
infection diagnosis; but the lump didn't go away. 

 Roughly a month later, he visited his regular doctor and fellow Partner in Mission 
Dr. Liz Blachly. She examined him and determined the lump was not that large, but 
that they should keep an eye on it. But after school started in August, the lump got 
bigger again. 
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Cross of Grace               
A community of grace 

sharing God’s love with no 
strings attached 

3519 S 600 W 
New Palestine, IN 46163 

(317) 861-0977 

Office Hours: M–Thurs 9am-2pm 
www.crossofgrace.org 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday 
8:30am - Traditional Worship 
9:30am - Fellowship 
9:30am - Education (ends May 8) 
10:00am/10:45am - Contemporary 
Worship (time change April 29) 
5:00pm - Contemplative Worship 
5:45pm - Bells of Grace* 
7:00pm - Alleluia Ringers* 

Monday 
6:30pm - Men’s Bible Study 

Tuesday 
7:00pm - Council (3rd Tuesdays) 

Wednesday 
6:00pm - GraceGroups  
                 (Apr 27-May 25) 

Thursday 
7:00pm - Worship Band Practice 
7:30pm - Alcoholics Anonymous 

Friday 
7:00pm - Craft Fellowship (3rd Fri)* 

Saturday 
10:00am - HomeBrew Club (3rd Sat) 

see online church calendar  
for locations 

* contact church if interested  
in participating 

Check online for special events!

Mark Havel 
Pastor 
pastormark@crossofgrace.org 

Aaron Stamper 
Pastor of Youth & Family Ministry 
pastoraaron@crossofgrace.org 

Linda Sevier 
Administrative Assistant 
churchoffice@crossofgrace.org 

Jim Rowe 
Worship Musician & Coordinator 
jrowe@crossofgrace.org

oly Week has just recently ended, but we certainly 
continue to abide in a season of holiness in the life 
of Cross of Grace Lutheran Church. 

The stories in this edition of GraceStories might seem 
random, however, they were selected to explore a few of 
the various ways we experience the Holy Spirit at work – 
through courageous battles with disease supported by 
community, through the vocation of each Partner in 
Mission, and through stepping into new and 
uncomfortable experiences at home and abroad.

Hopefully as you read these stories you will not only 
gain an appreciation for the Partners in Mission whom we 
have highlighted, but also you would be inspired to reflect 
on the ways in which the Holy Spirit is at work in your 
own life. Let’s take care to appreciate the gifts in our lives 
including health, opportunities, and relationships.

– Pastor Aaron
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SEARCH 
An exhaustive search engine 
for the crossofgrace.org 
website. Type in a word or 
phrase and you’ll receive 
instant results.

REGISTRATION 
This page includes a form to use to register 
for upcoming events. Currently you can use 
this page to register your children for 
vacation Bible school and our “Camp 
Comes to Church” program. There is also a 
link to pay for the camp program online.

GIVE 
Use this page to make secure 
online tax-deductible 
donations to Cross of  Grace 
using your credit card. This 
page also includes a link to 
our current “Wish List.”

SERVANT SCHEDULE 
The “Servant Schedule” is mailed to 
each family monthly, but the most up-
to-date version is uploaded to the 
website whenever changes are made. 
This page also includes a link to 
download our communion bread recipe.

LEADERSHIP 
Biographies and contact info 
for the Cross of  Grace staff. 
Check ‘em out and see if  you 
learn something new!

WHAT WE’RE ABOUT 
What is preached, taught, and practiced at 
Cross of  Grace? We have put a few ideas 
down so that people can learn about us.

WAYS WE SERVE 
A list of  some of  the ways 
Cross of  Grace seeks to 
serve our local and global 
community in Christ’s name.YOUTH & FAMILY 

This page contains up-to-date info 
about our various youth and family 
ministries. You can also enter your 
email on this page and receive weekly 
“Cross+Generational” News updates.

SERMONS 
A searchable catalog of  every Sunday 
sermon. Click on the sermon title 
and you’ll be able to read the sermon 
and also listen to an audio version.

ACCOMPANY PODCAST 
Pastor Aaron’s audio interview series with 
people associated with Cross of  Grace. 
Episode #1 is an interview with Chris Barrett, 
recorded and produced weeks before his death.

GRACE STORIES MAGAZINE 
Copies of  each church magazine 
can be downloaded on this page.

Take a Tour of Cross of Grace’s Website 
Pastor Aaron works hard to keep the church website updated and useful. Visit regularly and check everything out!
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 Steve had an ultrasound and biopsy of  his 
lymph node done on Dec. 14. "Liz called me the 
next day with the results," he said. "She said it was 
cancerous. I was certainly in denial.” 

 After he met with Liz, Steve told his wife Gayle 
that he had cancer. They waited to tell their sons, 
Joel and Mitchell, until the following Sunday. Steve 
didn't want to burden the boys with the news 
because it was finals week. He didn't want to tell his 
parents he had cancer over the phone so he waited 
until they had Christmas 
with his family on Dec. 
26. 

 Steve and Gayle told 
Pastor Mark about the 
diagnosis. Steve was 
scheduled for a biopsy of  
his tonsil on Dec. 22 at 
C o m mu n i t y N o r t h ' s 
surgery center. Gayle 
immediately asked Christa 
H a v e l , a n u r s e a t 
Community North, if  she 
was working that day. Christa wasn't working, but 
she knew all the doctors and nurses scheduled for 
the procedure and helped put Gayle at ease. 

 Pastor Mark prayed with the Beebes before 
Steve's surgery and waited with Gayle until he was 
in recovery. The biopsy confirmed that the primary 
source of  the cancer was his left tonsil and the 
doctors could proceed with a plan for treatment. 

 "I was anxious to begin the treatment and 
apprehensive about the process," Steve said. "I saw 
the whole treatment as something that had to be 
done. I didn't see it as a choice.” 

 On New Year's Eve, Steve met with a radiation 
oncologist. It was his last appointment of  
consultations before his treatment started. His tonsil 
cancer was classified as "stage 4," but that is not as 
serious as, for example, pancreatic cancer might be 
at stage 4, he explained. 

 "The medical oncologist wanted to do the high 
octane chemo," he said. "He told me you want to  

hit it hard. You only want to do this once. They 
paint radiation on the areas that need it and avoid 
those that don't." 

 After his medical team determined their plan of  
attack, Steve sent an email to the New Palestine 
High School principals, telling them that he should 
be able to continue working for another three weeks 
before treatment began. 

 When Steve finally went on medical leave, all of  
his school and church responsibilities had to be 

divvied up among his family 
members, Partners in 
Mission, school officials 
and Booster members. "I 
told them they needed to 
find me a substitute 
teacher who can read 
music," he said. An 
arrangement was made 
for the sub to teach the 
kids during the day, and 
the Boosters and another 

teacher would take over 
after school. 

 Gayle has directed the back-up band for the 
show choirs. And the Boosters' co-presidents have 
arranged transportation, communication and other 
logistics for the 80 New Pal students who are 
involved with the show choirs. "There was a lot of  
work to be done," he said. 

 Diamond Sensations is the women's show choir, 
while Crimson Heat is the mixed group. "Both 
groups had their last regular competition at 
Lawrence Central on March 12," Steve said. "Both 
groups had their best performance of  the season 
and finished third in their division. Diamond 
Sensations went on to qualify for the Indiana State 
School Music Association (ISSMA) State Show 
Choir Finals on March 19.” 

 Responsibilities also had to be delegated at 
church, where Jim Rowe stepped in to direct the 
COG choir, and Bernie Augenstein served as an 
accompanist. Receiving all of  the assistance has 
been humbling, yet somewhat uncomfortable for 
Steve, who wasn't used to asking for help. "I try to 

Beebe Brave, continued

Steve’s students made T-shirts with the  
message "BeebeBrave" on them.
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accept help graciously," he said. "If  you don't 
accept people's help, they can't do what Christ 
wants them to. People have to let people help them. 
It's been great to have a church family that's been 
so supportive." 

 After New Year's, the word began to spread 
about Steve's condition -- and even more aid started 
flooding in. Gift cards were given to Steve's family 
for meals, groceries and gasoline. He has received 
dozens of  cards and letters, along with many home-
cooked meals that were provided. 

 "There was an outpouring of  thoughts and 
prayers," he said. "It was overwhelming."  

 Steve endured seven weeks of  radiation, with 
treatments given Monday through Friday. He also 
had to undergo chemotherapy once a week, also for 
seven weeks. His last chemo treatment was Feb. 29. 
His final radiation treatment was March 4. 

 Due to the severity of  the radiation, 90% of  
patients with tonsil cancer must get a feeding tube, 
but Steve fought that idea. "Mentally, I don't think I 
could do it," he said. "Unless I get to the point 
where I cannot swallow, I'll keep 
going without the feeding tube.” 

 Through his ordeal, Steve has 
lost about 20 pounds. All food 
tastes bad to him. "It's difficult to 
swallow and I don't have any saliva 
anymore," he sa id . Steve i s 
practically existing on soup and hot 
teas. "I'm getting sick of  tea," he 
said. He drinks a variety of  hot teas 
because it's too painful to drink 
anything cold. 

 "The whole thing hasn't been close to anything 
I expected," he said of  being diagnosed with 
cancer. "I was prepared for lots of  pain and bad 
things. I thought it would get bad and stay bad.” 

 Although Steve downplays his disease, he 
admits that he has experienced pain, blistering and 
burning in his throat. However, he also said he has 
had more good days than bad. 

 After his fourth week of  treatment, Steve 
shaved his beard and finally, his goatee, after his 
facial hair started falling out. He may have to 

eventually shave his mustache, too. "It's been 25 
years since I had no facial hair," he said. "I'd look 
like Joel if  I shaved it all off!" he said with a laugh.  

 Humor has been key in keeping his spirits up. 
"I've been glib about the whole thing," he said. "It's 
the only way I've been able to get through it. If  you 
don't laugh, you cry." 

 People at Cross of  Grace may know Steve from 
his beautiful baritone voice. He expected to lose his 
voice, but he has continued to sing. He has always 
had remarkable vocal stamina, he said. 

 "When we're at church, I continue to sing 
hymns and liturgy," he said. "I can't sing all the 
parts, but I've been trying. My range is starting to 
increase since finishing the radiation treatments.” 
He tried to sing at the Ash Wednesday service, but 
it was difficult emotionally. 

 Meanwhile, others have helped keep things 
moving regarding the show choirs, as their 
performances continue to evolve. "Most people 
don't really know what I do," he said. "Music is 
organic. The show choir's competition shows are 

always evolving and constantly 
changing." 

 Steve said he has had some good 
experiences since he was diagnosed 
with cancer. "Everyone has been 
wonderful and positive," he said. 

  "Human nature is to take things 
for granted," he said. But when he 
discovered he had cancer, many 
people told him how important he is 
to them. "I've gotten a lot of  texts 

and tweets from former students that I've 
influenced," he said. 

 Many people who are going through treatment 
for tonsil cancer are barely able to stand or talk, yet 
Steve keeps going strong. Steve attributes the fact 
that he has enough energy to keep going to the 
power of  prayer. "You can feel yourself  being 
enveloped in prayer," he said. "It's hard to 
describe."  

 Steve returned to his school duties on April 11. 

– Bettina Puckett

“There was an 
outpouring of 
thoughts and 

prayers…It was 
overwhelming.”
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Left: Dave Sevier in his safety suit  

Right: Dave and Linda attend a season-
end celebration at Disney World 

Bottom: The Safety Team at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway
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hen you ask Dave Sevier about his years 
working on the Safety Team at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, he recalls 

one memorable crash in particular. 

 The driver was Roberto Guerrero and it 
happened at a night race in 1997 in Las Vegas. 
"Guerrero lost control coming out of  Turn 2," said 
Dave, a Cross of  Grace Partner in Mission. "He slid 
off  course and his car turned end over end as it 
flipped." The car was almost completely obliterated 
but Guerrero miraculously climbed out of  the 
bottom of  the wreckage and stood up, visibly 
shaken. Although it had been a serious crash, 
Guerrero was somehow OK. 

 "There are so many things running through your 
mind when an incident happens," Dave said. "The 
first priority is driver safety. Are they hurt? Do they 
need extrication?" 

 From 1977 to 2012 Dave worked at the 
Speedway. For most of  that time he drove the truck 
"Safety Team 1" stationed between the first and 
second turns. "I started out working as a fire-
fighter/rescue team member and ended my career as 
the Safety Team Coordinator for the Halmatro 
Safety Team,” 

 During his years working on the safety team, 
Dave traveled to countries such as Japan, Canada, 
Australia and Brazil, as well as to several tracks in the 
United States, including Florida, New Hampshire, 
California, St. Louis, Texas, Kentucky and Las Vegas. 

  Dave and his wife Linda (Cross of  Grace's 
Administrative Assistant for over a decade) were 
often treated to traveling on the private jet of  the 
Indy Racing League. Occasionally, Linda worked in 
credentials. "It was a practical way to cover the cost 
of  my travel," Linda said. "It was not unusual to 
have Hollywood types and sports figures at my 
table." 

 Dave's firefighting career began at the Sugar 
Creek Township Fire Department (SCTFD) in New 
Palestine in 1977. He served as a volunteer 
firefighter there for about 20 years. During his time 
with SCTFD, he was a firefighter, emergency 
medical technician, rescue captain, and assistant 
chief. Linda also served at the fire department as an 
EMT for about six years. 

 Also in 1977, Dave started working at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway as a night watchman 
in the garage area. The watchmen looked out for 
possible fires at the track, which could spread easily 
in the old wooden garages filled with race cars. 
Dave's shift was from 6 p.m. to midnight during the 
month of  May when the Indy 500 was scheduled. 

 On the weekends, Dave worked on the fire 
trucks located on the track for IMS. Dave's day job 
was the Safety Director for Long Electric Company 
Inc. in Indianapolis. 

 Each IMS safety truck carries a driver, a 
paramedic and two firefighters. As the senior 
member of  the team, Dave had the responsibility of  
driving the Safety 1 truck. 

 After each crash, the safety team speeds over to 
the site of  the accident, arriving within seconds. The 
members use different codes to describe the 
condition of  the driver over the radio for the 
doctors at the in-field hospital. 

 The IndyCars are remarkable in that the "tub" 
of  the car, in which the driver sits, will often stay 
intact, while the rest of  the car disintegrates during a 
crash. "Most of  the injuries are minor -- broken 
bones and sprains," Dave said. 

 According to IndyCar rules, a driver must go to 
the in-field hospital if  his car has any contact with a 
wall, barrier or another car. After the driver is guided 
into the ambulance, the safety team has to clean up 
any debris on the track and get ready to race again.

W

SAFETY Dave
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 "There may or may not be time to talk about the 
incident when we get back into our ready position 
on the track," he said. "We need to be mentally 
ready when the green flag flies and the cars are at 
speed." In other words, they must get ready for the 
"next one.” 

 After the race is over, the safety team still has a 
lot of  work to do before its day is finished. The 
members have to clean equipment and pack up its 
safety trucks for transport to the next town. There 
is sometimes enough time to download videos from 
the crashes and other incidents. "We have video 
recorders in each of  the safety trucks where we can 
view, critique and learn from each of  our incidents," 
he said. 

 During a race, a safety team member must 
compartmentalize his thoughts. "You need to be 
ready for so many things during an event that you 
mostly react to an incident -- not think about what 
is next," he said. "It probably took me five or more 
years to trust my reactions and not second-guess my 
decisions. I can watch races now and see the 'new' 
safety team members as they struggle with the same 
thoughts.” 

 There isn't a lot of  downtime during a race 
weekend. "We didn't have a lot of  discussion with 
the drivers," he said, adding that it was difficult to 
get to know them personally. But the drivers would 
occasionally "vent" to the safety team. "They had 
respect for what we did," he said. 

 Linda and Dave became good friends with 
another safety team member, Bob Nolen, and his 
wife Gloria. They lived in Hatfield, Pennsylvania. 
"Bob was my mentor and I paid attention to what 
he said and what he did, both on and off  the track," 
Dave said. "He was the reason it only took five 
years for me to trust my reactions and not more. We 
have so many fond memories of  Bob and Gloria 
and their family!” 

 Linda enjoyed going on the trips with Dave.    "I 
loved the racing and I love travel," she said. "And it 
was fun watching Dave do his thing." She also once 
got to go on a "ride along" around IMS in a pace 
car. 

 IndyCar Ministry, which has its own website, 
travels with the series from race to race. "They are 
there to minister to the entire racing community all 
week long," Dave said. "They start the different 
racing meetings with prayer, and have a service on 
race morning. If  our team was available, I attended 
this service often.” 

 Another part of  the safety team's duties 
involved making sure the racing surface was ready 
for the cars. "So, if  it had rained the night before, 
we were out on the track and not available to attend 
the service," he said. 

 Dave decided to retire after their seven 
grandchildren, who are 7 years old and younger, 
started to arrive. "Linda's mother and my parents 
are aging," he said "It was time for me to slow down 
a bit."
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 He doesn't regret his decision to retire. 
However, he does miss the excitement and 
mental preparation it took to perform on a 
race weekend. 

 "Overall, my time with IMS and IndyCar 
was a great experience," Dave said. "We 
traveled the world, saw places and met people 
we wouldn't have had the opportunity to do 
otherwise." 

 The Seviers live in New Palestine and have 
been married for 41 years. They have three 
children: Cory (Cassie), who live in Brown 
County; Brad (Heather), who live in 
Jacksonville, Florida; and Kara (John 
Harrison), who live in New Palestine. Kara and 
John are also Partners in Mission at Cross of  
Grace. Dave and Linda officially joined COG 
in March 2014 but Linda said, "our hearts 
joined much earlier." 

– Bettina Puckett

Dave Sevier consults with an  
IndyCar driver on the track.

uring one of Linda's first years as an EMT, the fire department 
got a call on a Monday evening that there had been a car 
wreck northeast of New Palestine. "Two cars collided and a 

young mother died," Linda said. "It was difficult to compartmentalize 
this death and process the end of a life.” Linda lost more than one 
night's sleep that week, thinking and praying about the young 
mother and her family.  
 "The following Sunday was Father's Day and we took another call 
of a woman in labor," she said. "By the time we arrived at the 
farmhouse, southwest of New Palestine, it was a reality that the baby 
would be born at home. We delivered the baby on the bathroom 
floor.” 
 Linda had never witnessed the birth of a baby and, fortunately, it 
was an easy birth. The two incidents of death and then life reinforced 
to Linda the fragility of life and the good news of this "new life." 

D
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ackson Havel had the experience of  a lifetime 
this February when he traveled with 16 other 
Christians to Haiti, one of  the poorest countries 

in the world. 

 The Cross of  Grace Partners in Mission who 
traveled to Haiti with Jackson included Pastor Mark; 
his grandmother, Sandy Havel; Dave Sevier, Amy 
Giesler, Denise Hercamp and Judy Jordan. They 
combined with others from St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church in Indianapolis. 

 Jackson said he enjoyed working -- and playing -- 
in Fondwa, Haiti. "The first day that we worked, we 
built a drainage trench at the orphanage. It was 
challenging, but wasn't super hard." They also helped 
build a water cistern at a local house. That job 
consisted of  moving cinderblocks and buckets of  dirt. 
The workers formed a line and an individual worker 
would transport a bucket of  dirt 40 to 50 paces and 
then walk back and get the next bucket, Jackson said. 

 Jackson enjoyed playing with the orphans, and 
especially enjoyed one boy about his age who did not 
live at the orphanage. "His name is Jed," he said. "I 
gave him a foam football and we played catch a lot." 
The boys also played with a Frisbee, jump ropes and 
chalk that the group had brought to Fondwa. "They 
also played tag and hide and seek," Jackson said. 
"They love Jenga and puzzles.” 

 Pastor Mark enjoyed watching Jackson's 
interaction with the young boy. "Here was a white, 

middle-class kid running around with other kids near 
a mountainside," Pastor Mark said. "You wouldn't 
think they had much in common." But the two boys 
had lots of  fun. The older kids study English in 
school, so Jackson was able to communicate verbally 
with some of  them.  Anywhere from 35 to 
50 children live at the orphanage at any given time. 
Parents will often leave their children at the orphanage 
for a time because they need help.  

 Jackson enjoyed the food they were served by the 
nuns. "The goat was good," he said. "And the chicken 
was the best I've ever had. Everything was fresh, not 
processed." They ate a lot of  rice and beans and had 
fresh fried eggs for breakfast every morning. Jackson 
said he also liked going to a couple of  the local homes 
for coffee. 

 The group attended the dedication of  the 
Carmelle Voltaire Women's Health Clinic, which has 
been constructed over a two-year period. Organizers 
began looking for land and purchased the property in 
the summer of  2014. The building was framed when 
Partners in Mission went to Fondwa last June. 

 There is no hospital in Fondwa, so the clinc 
provides much needed health care. "The facility is 
built and ready to go," Pastor Mark said. A doctor is 
being sought to run the clinic who will be 
instrumental in hiring other staff.

Another Havel 
 Visits Haiti

J
Jackson playing 'Accusacion' – a game he  

learned from his new Haitian friends.
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 Most of  the babies born in the community have 
been delivered by midwives, so convincing local 
women to use the new clinic is expected to be a 
challenge. "When a mother has 
seven kids at home that she's taking 
care of, it's kind of  a hard sell to 
get her to go to the doctor," Pastor 
Mark said. "The goal is to get a 
mother to stay for 12 hours." He 
admitted there has been a learning 
curve in getting women to use the 
facility. Neighbors and older kids 
often take care of  the younger ones 
when a mother is giving birth. 

 The new health center includes a 
pharmacy and a large room upstairs for teaching and 
seminars. There are rooms for visiting doctors and 
nurses to live. The goal is to have the Haitians 
eventually running the place.  

 Pastor Mark gave the opening prayer at the 
dedication ceremony for the new clinic. He also 
spoke proudly of  the a plaque that reads "Cross of  
Grace Nursery" that hangs on the wall in the new 
nursery and symbolizes the link between our 
congregation and Fondwa. 

 One of  the more challenging jobs that Pastor 
Mark and Jackson did was to distribute deworming 
pills to every kid at the school. The nuns who run the 
school try to accomplish this task once a year. The 
children don't like the pills because they do not taste 
good and can cause diarrhea. "We passed out a lot of  
fruit snacks and granola bars that day," Jackson said, 
explaining how the food helped get rid of  the 
medicine’s bad taste. The group held devotions 
each day of  the 8-day trip, but weren’t part of  any 
actual worship services because they arrived on a 
Sunday and left on a Sunday. 

 This wasn't Jackson's first trip out of  the country. 
He traveled to Germany, London and Paris with his 
family in 2014, but his experience in Haiti was 
strikingly different. 

 Jackson was not very excited about going on the 
trip at first, but his attitude changed after they settled 
in. "They don't know what to expect," Pastor Mark 
said of  the first-time Haiti trippers. 

  By the second day, Jackson shared that he would like 
to come back to the country someday. "He never 
complained about the showers, food or having to be 

around grown-up people so much," 
Pastor Mark said of  his 11-year-old 
son. "And he clicked with the kids 
right away.” 

 Pastor Mark obtained a 
special cell phone plan so he could 
call Christa and Max back home in 
New Palestine. The group's last 
night was spent at a hotel in Port-

au-Prince, and Jackson said it was 
like a 5-star hotel, compared to their 
other accommodations. Jackson 

didn't buy many souvenirs, but he did purchase a 
small wooden box with "Haiti" printed on it. 

 Since January, 2015, Cross of  Grace has 
contributed $10,750 from its Building Fund to the 
Carmelle Voltaire Women's Health Clinic. Since 2011, 
Cross of  Grace has contributed over $80,000 to the 
people of  Fondwa, through its partnership with 
Family Health Ministries, and continues to share 5% 
of  its Building Fund contributions toward those 
efforts. The congregation hopes to schedule another 
mission trip to Haiti in January-February of  2017.  

–Bettina Puckett 

Jackson and Amy Giesler with 
boys on their way to school

Above: The Cross 
of Grace crew in 

the "Cross of Grace 
Nursery" at the 

newly dedicated 
clinic

Below: Jackson 
walking with 

children 
around the 
orphanage
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Back by popular demand, the next series of  GraceGroups will be offered on 
Wednesdays from April 27 through May 25. Topics will include a parenting 
support group, yoga, quilt-making, theological discussion about suffering, and 
opportunities for church “do-it-yourselfers” to work on some projects in the 
church. Dinner will be available at 5:30 p.m. each Wednesday; groups will begin 
at 6 p.m. We’ll kick things off  with a visit from New Palestine’s Cakehole 
cupcake bakery food truck on April 27! 

Important Dates for Partners in Mission: General Fund Commitment Sunday is 
May 1. We will offer three “Q&A” sessions to help you prepare for our Annual 
Meeting: May 1 (9:45 a.m. & 5:45 p.m.) and May 8 (9:45 a.m.). The Annual 
Meeting is scheduled for May 22 at 9:45 a.m. 

The 2016 Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly is June 9-11 in South Bend, IN. 
The Synod Assembly includes inspiring worship, fellowship dinners, breakout 
sessions and workshops on various topics, elections for synod officers, and 
business meetings. We will also be electing a Bishop of  the Synod. Matthew Pope 
and Bob and Lois Dalton will join Pastor Mark and Pastor Aaron as voting 
delegates to the Assembly. 

The church will transform into the Wizarding World of  Harry Potter for this 
summer’s VBS program, June 13-15. Your child will embark on a hero’s journey 
as we board the train at Platform 9 3/4, browse the shops in Diagon Alley, play 
Quidditch, mix potions, sing songs, and learn about the great stories of  our faith. 
We will gather Monday through Wednesday mornings between 9 a.m. and noon. 
New this year, there will be a dinner and closing program for kids and their 
siblings/parents/grandparents on Wednesday night at 6 p.m. As always, we will 
offer VBS to our church and wider community completely free of  charge! 
Participants and volunteers can register online at crossofgrace.org/registration 

Five college-age counselors from Lutheran summer camps in Indiana will come 
to Cross of  Grace June 26–July 1 and bring an authentic camp experience 
featuring games, skits, campfires, worship, crafts, songs, and an engaging 
Christian role model for your kids to learn from and look up to. The week begins 
with a Sunday evening kick-off  event at church. Monday through Friday the kids 
will be at church from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. We will provide snacks twice each day, 
but each child should bring his/her own sack lunch. Registration costs $100 for 
one child, $150 for two siblings, or $200 for families of  three or more siblings. 
Participants can register online at crossofgrace.org/registration 

Join us for the Indianapolis Indians vs. Norfolk baseball game on Saturday, July 
29, 7:15 p.m.  (gates open @5:30 p.m.). This year we will have seats in the 
stadium. Autograph signing of  players from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Tickets cost $9 
each. Reserve your tickets by checking the GraceNotes in June or contact the 
church office. Deadline for purchasing tickets is July 12. 

LOOKING  AHEAD


