
Two Weeks in South Africa 
by Pastor Aaron Stamper 

n the course of  a single day last October I worshipped with Desmond Tutu, spent 
an incredible morning taking in life lessons from another legendary pastor who had 
spent his entire ministry fighting the system of  Apartheid, and stood on the edge 

of  a mountain on the South-Western-most part of  the African continent.  

 This experience was the conclusion of  the Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program in 
which I participated for the past two years. At the beginning and end of  our program a 
representative of  the Lilly Endowment spoke to our cohort and stressed that their 
investment in each of  the pastors in the program was an investment in the future of  
Christian congregations in Indiana. They saw our trip to South Africa as an 
opportunity to treat pastors with an opportunity we wouldn’t otherwise experience. 
More than that, however, they understood that with our congregations, families, and 
daily responsibilities 10,000 miles away, we would have the opportunity to engage and 
observe objectively in a new culture – examining the many layers of  social issues, 
learning from religious leaders, and realizing universal truths that transcend borders, so 
that we would have new eyes to see the socio-economic realities back home. 
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Weekly Schedule 

Sunday 
8:30am - Traditional Worship 
9:45am - Fellowship 
9:45am - All-Ages Education  
10:45am - Contemporary Worship 
4:15pm - Youth Handbell Choir 
5:00pm - “Sunday Night Live”  
      (2nd & 4th Sun.) 
5:30pm - Bells of Grace* 
7:00pm - Alleluia Ringers* 

Monday 
6:30pm - Men’s Bible Study 

6:30pm - Agape Alliance (3rd Mon.) 

Tuesday 
6:30pm - SonRise Ministry 
7:00pm - Council (3rd Tues.) 

Wednesday 
6:00pm - Lenten Dinner 
    (Mar 8 - April 5) 
7:00pm - Lenten Worship 
    (Mar 1 - April 5) 
7:00pm - Choir Practice 
    (8pm during Lent) 

Thursday 
7:00pm - Bethel Bible Study 
7:00pm - Worship Band Practice 
7:30pm - Alcoholics Anonymous 

Friday 
7:00pm - Craft Fellowship (3rd Fri.)* 

Saturday 
10:00am - HomeBrew Club (3rd Sat.) 

see online church calendar  
for locations 

* contact church if interested  
in participating 

Check online for special events!

Cross of Grace Lutheran Church 
A community of grace sharing God’s love with no strings attached

Mark Havel 
Pastor 
pastormark@crossofgrace.org 

Aaron Stamper 
Pastor of Youth & Family Ministry 
pastoraaron@crossofgrace.org 

Linda Sevier 
Administrative Assistant 
churchoffice@crossofgrace.org 

Jeannie Ellenberger 
Music Minister 
jeannie@crossofgrace.org 

Kaitlyn Ferry 
Contemporary Worship  
Music Minister 
kaitlyn@crossofgrace.org 

3519 S 600 W 
New Palestine, IN 46163 

(317) 861-0977 

Office Hours: M–Thurs 9am-2pm 
www.crossofgrace.org 

Youth Nights

2



Cross of Grace Lutheran Church SPRING 2017

�3

The liturgical season of  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (March 1) and ends with Easter. This 
is a season characterized by reflection, repentance, preparation, and a focus on engaging in 
spiritual disciplines such as scripture reading, prayer, and fasting. 

Sunday morning worship and education during Lent will utilize the book, 
Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible 
Doesn’t Say by pastor and theologian Adam Hamilton. During worship, Pastor 
Mark and Pastor Aaron will preach on the themes in this book.  

Topics include: 
– “Everything Happens for a Reason” 
– “God Helps Those Who Help Themselves” 
– “God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle” 
– “God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It” 
– “Love the Sinner. Hate the Sin” 

This book will also be the topic of  discussion for Faith Formation, High School, and the Adult 
Forum, all of  which are held during the education/fellowship hour between Sunday morning 
worship services.  

We encourage you to participate in our midweek fellowship and worship opportunities 
during Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday worship on March 1; followed by five weeks of  
dinner and worship (March 8 – April 5) on Wednesdays. Dinner begins at 6pm; Worship begins 
at 7pm. 

Our midweek Lenten worship services will feature messages from Partners in Mission 
addressing the marks of  discipleship: grow, share, worship, tell, give, and pray. 

Cross of  Grace offers a number of  touching and profound worship experiences during    
Holy Week:: 

– Palm Sunday, April 9:   
Worship including the Passion narrative from the Gospel of  Matthew 
– Prayer Vigil, April 12 (6 p.m. –9 p.m.):   
Interactive prayer stations featuring artwork from Partners in Mission 
– Maundy Thursday Worship, April 13 (7 p.m.):  
Worship celebrating Jesus’ observation of  the Eucharist, highlighted by our “First Communion 
Celebration” for our youth 
– Good Friday Worship, April 14 (7 p.m.):  
Contemplative worship designed around Jesus’ words from the cross, featuring beautiful music 
– Easter Sunday Worship, April 16 (7 a.m., 8:30 a.m., and 10:45 a.m.):  
Festive Easter worship with the celebrations of  Holy Communion plus special music 

THE SEASON OF                           AT CROSS OF GRACELENT
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 Our South African adventure lasted two weeks. 
The first leg of  our trip was in and around Cape 
Town – a city one could describe as “the best of  the 
first world right next to the worst of  the third world.” 
Our hotel was in the Riverfront District – the fancy 
touristy part of  the city. World-class dining, 
shopping, and entertainment was spread out around 
the harbor with the iconic Table Mountain 
dominating the vista.  

 As nice as that area was, our main priority was to 
explore the part of  Cape Town on the other side of  
Table Mountain. These are the areas known as 
townships – vast swaths of  land inhabited by over 10 
million people all living in aluminum shacks far away 
from jobs, schools, and effective sanitation.  

 The townships were created in 1948, when the 
Nazi-influenced Purified National party took over 
South African politics. The government spread 
propaganda claiming the intellectual, physical, and 
moral inferiority of  non-whites and enacted the 
policy of  Apartheid, which forced all non-whites out 
of  their homes and into the townships in the quest 
for racial purity and isolation. Apartheid resulted in 
the 80% non-white majority owning less than 10% of  
all the land in South Africa.  

 Even with the demise of  the official Apartheid 
policy in the early 1990’s, townships to this day are 
places where non-whites live surrounded by violence, 
with no opportunities for education, employment, or 
a sense of  dignity.  

 Here in the townships we met some courageous 
pastors, social activists, and students passionate about 
bringing a sense of  dignity to the township residents. 
We were particularly inspired by the work of  the 
Social Justice Coalition and the goal of  providing 
sanitary and safe public toilets to townships. They 

have been pursuing 
this goal for over 
five years and have 
experienced small 
s u c c e s s e s a n d 
major setbacks, yet 
remain resolute in 
their mission. Our 
group of  pastors 
took a tour of  
township toilets, 
learning firsthand 
about the awful 
conditions in which 
millions of  South 
Africans live. 

 While in Cape Town we took a ferry to Robben 
Island – the island where political prisoners including 
Nelson Mandela were held during the Apartheid 
regime. We saw the concrete floors where the 
prisoners slept, the garden where Mandela hid his 
autobiographical manuscripts, and the lime quarry 
where prisoners labored, resulting in significant 
health problems for those who survived the ordeal. 
Our tour guide had been an inmate in the Robben 
Island prison. His firsthand accounts of  life on the 
island were captivating and terrifying. 

 Prior to leaving Cape Town we worshipped at St. 
George’s Cathedral, where Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu led the Anglican Church in South Africa. We 
were unsure if  we would be able to meet Desmond 
Tutu due to his recent severe illness and 
hospitalization; however, when we arrived at the 
congregation we were greeted with the news that he 
had been released the night before and would lead 
worship. It was his 85th birthday that day and we 
joined the congregation in singing “Happy Birthday” 
to him. 

continued from Page 1

Community organizers with 
the Social Justice Coalition 

explain the impact of the lack 
of sanitation in townships

View of the bay from Cape Point
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Two profound memories 
stick out from that worship 
experience. Immediately  
before worship, while 
Desmond Tutu was still in 
the sacristy preparing for 
the service, we heard his 
voice come over the 
speakers. His microphone 

was on, apparently without 
his knowing it. Suddenly he laughed very loudly and 
the entire congregation started laughing in response. 
The second memory was as he presided over the 
Eucharist. He was obviously very frail and tired and 
as he finished the words of  institution, he broke 
down and sobbed into his hands. A few seconds later 
he started laughing. I appreciated the unintentional 
metaphor of  the experience – at the Lord’s Table we 
come broken and are filled up with grace, leaving 
whole and instilled with joy. 

 Later that morning our group was blessed to be 
able to converse with Rev. Peter Storey, a former 
Methodist Bishop, professor, and co-leader (along 
with Desmond Tutu) of  the post-Apartheid Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission. He had served as 
pastor of  a Methodist congregation in District Six in 
Cape Town during Apartheid and his congregation 
was one of  the only places in the country where 
people of  differing skin color regularly gathered 
together, in open opposition to the government. 

 That Methodist congregation is now home to the 
District Six Museum – an interactive exhibit 
chronicling the forced removal of  non-whites. A 
plaque on the exterior of  the church building reads:  

“ALL WHO PASS BY: Remember with shame the many 
thousands of people who lived for generations in 
District Six and other parts of this city, and were forced 
by law to leave their homes because of the colour of 
their skins. FATHER, FORGIVE US…”  

 Bishop Storey told one story after another about 
his experiences opposing Apartheid. As a white 
pastor he used his privilege to challenge the 
government, military, pro-Apartheid church 
institutions, and even his own parishioners who 
favored Apartheid policy. Tears filled his eyes many 
times as he recalled his various experiences fighting 
against injustice and evil. He encouraged our group 

of  pastors to stand up against injustice with the tools 
of  compassion, faith, and love. 

 The remainder of  our trip took place in and 
around Johannesburg where we explored the 
Apartheid museum, various monuments, and Nelson 
Mandela’s home. We also worshipped at the largest 
Catholic Church in South Africa.  

 Our trip concluded with two days of  safari game 
drives in Pilanesburg National Park. Four hours each 
day were spent discovering animals including 
elephants, zebras, giraffes, hippos, lions, and 
countless others. The only major animal our group 
never found was the elusive leopard. The rest of  our 
time at the safari park was spent reminiscing and 
reflecting on our experiences.  

 The entire trip was one blessing after another, 
coupled with an authentic exploration of  the very 
real issues and challenges facing the people of  South 
Africa as they continue to learn how to live and love 
together. My gratitude for this adventure 
will never diminish, and I continue to learn 
how to translate my experiences there 
with the similar issues facing us in the 
United States. I would be thrilled to 
share my experiences with you in 
more detai l and answer any 
questions you may have.  

 I recently completed my two-year engagement 
with the Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program – a 
Lilly Endowment-funded cohort of sixteen pastors 
from Indiana in their first 5-10 years of ministry. 
Every two months we gathered on the campus of 
Wabash College for three days of presentations and 
discuss ion of topics impact ing Chr is t ian 
congregations in Indiana. Topics included 
healthcare, education, immigration, poverty, and 
criminal justice, to name a few. I left each session 
challenged, affirmed, inspired, and eager to address 
issues back at Cross of Grace. 

 I am forever indebted to the Lilly Endowment for 
creating this space for young pastors to learn from 
the top innovators, educators, civil servants, 
professors, and entrepreneurs in Indiana. I am also 
grateful to Cross of Grace for allowing me the time 
and space to participate in the program. 

Penguin from Simon’s Town, SA

Desmond Tutu
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esse Keljo learned the importance of  serving 
his community from a young age because his 
grandfather and father who were pastors, as 
well as his mom – a gerontologist – modeled 

that principle. The desire to serve his community is 
one reason Jesse joined the Church Council at Cross 
of  Grace Lutheran Church when Pastor Mark asked 
him to serve four years ago this summer.  

 “I feel like I was called to serve and to help the 
church,” Jesse said. “And I wanted to be a voice for 
the Partners in Mission. I wanted to work with the 
Council to do God’s will.” 

 His Council responsibilities have included 
serving as the chair of  the call committee that called 
Pastor Aaron, as well as serving as President of  the 
Council since 2015. He recognizes the pressure of  
assuring the Council makes the right calls. “We have 
to see what works and what doesn’t,” he said. “With 
the large decisions, we get the congregation 
involved.” 

  

 Jesse was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota. A 
couple of  weeks after he was born his father Kurt 
received his first call as a Lutheran pastor and the 
family moved to La Crosse, Wisconsin. Jesse was 
baptized on the day his father was ordained. 

 Jesse said Kurt set boundaries for him and his 
sister as they grew up, but not in an aggressive way. 
“My Dad was very cognizant of  being a pastor’s kid 
himself,” Jesse said. “He knew that my sister and I 
were not perfect.” 

 Over the next few years the family resided in 
Wisconsin, Michigan and Georgia; finally settling in 
Ohio, where Kurt was called to serve as University 
Pastor for Capital University in Columbus, Ohio. 
Today, Kurt is an environmentalist and recently 
taught a course at Trinity University in Columbus 
on environmental stewardship.  

 Kurt taught Jesse how to recycle and care for 
creation. “Recycling is a huge thing,” he said. 
“That’s something that’s been ingrained in me.” 

 Jesse’s mother, Susan, a gerontologist, works at 
an independent living facility. “She loves working 
with the elderly,” he said. 

 As a child, Jesse developed an appreciation of  
film. “My family got a camcorder in the 1980’s and I 
started making movies in the 8th grade,” he said. 

 He took a couple of  film classes in college and 
later applied to the Savannah College of  Art and 
Design. Jesse was among a large number of  
applicants, and was thrilled when he was accepted. 
However, he quickly learned that the pace of  the 
school was grueling. He was required to make nine 
movies a quarter. “I wasn’t used to being creative 
for a grade,” he said. 

 He soon rediscovered his love for libraries and 
decided to pursue a career in that field. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English from Augustana 
College in Rock Island, Illinois, and a master’s in 
Library Information Science at Kent State 
University in August 2008. 

Getting to Know the   

Keljos

J
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 Jesse was hired at Hancock County Public 
Library two days after he graduated from Kent 
State. Today he works full-time as the library’s media 
services manager. In addition to doing all of  the 
video work for the library, he also covers shifts as a 
librarian. 

 Jesse met his wife, Sara, while at Augustana 
College. Jesse and Sara were married in 2009. He 
and Sara are proud parents of  a 4-year-old daughter 
named Evelyn and their son, Owen, who was born 
on Dec. 29, 2016. They live in Indianapolis. 

 Sara is an educator at Fortville Elementary 
School. She is taking off  the rest of  the school year 
to be a stay-at-home mom. 

 For fun, the Keljo family enjoys film, music and 
reading to Evelyn. Jesse likes introducing a kid’s film 
to Evelyn and then discussing aspects of  it with her. 
They also enjoy playing with “Voltron, Defender of  
the Universe” toys. “You put the five robot lions 
together to form Voltron,” Jesse said. “It’s a lot of  
fun.” 

 One of  Jesse’s greatest accomplishments is the 
weight loss journey that he started in March 2015. 
He once weighed 306 pounds, but has lost over 100 
pounds. His goal weight is 195 pounds. 

 The first thing Jesse did when he began losing 
weight was to quit drinking soda pop and start 
drinking water. He also used an app called “My 
Fitness Pal.” He has tracked everything he has eaten 
for the past 700 consecutive days. 

 He owned a gym membership, but would never 
go. So, he started also using an app called 
“Bodyweight Training: You Are Your Own Gym.”  

He does a series of  exercises five days a week. His 
exercise routine includes variations on movements 
like push-ups, sit-ups, squats and calisthenics, none 
of  which require any extra equipment. 

 Doing four different exercises each movement, 
he does 20 seconds of  exercising and 10 seconds of  
rest per round and does eight rounds. “It takes a 

half-hour total, including warm-up and cooling 
down,” he said.  

 He walks for exercise during his two 15-minute 
breaks at the library and another half-hour at lunch. 

 Last May, Jesse started running, which surprised 
him because, previously, he had broken both of  his 
feet. “I weighed so much that my feet had hairline 
fractures,” he said. Now he runs about three miles a 
couple of  times per week. 

 Jesse said he eats a lot of  the same foods he 
used to, but the quantity is less. His daughter loves 
pizza, but, at about 500 calories a slice, Jesse tends 
to choose other foods that will fill him up and are 
more satisfying.  

 Along his journey, Jesse sometimes got 
discouraged when he would reach plateaus and his 
weight wouldn’t budge; but he kept digging in. “I’ve 
been able to do things that I never thought I could 
do,” he said. “I received a lot of  grace from God.” 

– Bettina Puckett

Youth Participate in 30-Hour Famine Program 

Middle School and High School youth from Cross 
of Grace joined with several other churches in 
March for the annual “30-Hour Famine” program 
to raise awareness of world hunger and other 
social issues. The group of over 135 youth and 
adults did not eat for 30 hours and filled that time 
with games, worship, education about human 
trafficking, and hours of hand-on work in the 
community. Everyone stayed overnight at the 
Hope Center Indy, the new East-side human 
trafficking ministry. 
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Aimee and Courtney Anderson have lived in New Palestine since 2015. 
They have two 15-month-old twin daughters, Pearl and Mattie. 

Courtney works at Lilly as a business liaison consultant, while Aimee 
works at Obstetrics & Gynecology of Indiana in Greenwood as a women’s 
health nurse practitioner. They have been married for 16 years. 

For fun, they enjoy traveling, spending time with family and friends, 
running, attending sporting events and being outside. 

They were drawn to Cross of Grace’s warm and inviting atmosphere. “We 
felt comfortable from the moment we walked in,” they said. The church is 
“accepting of all.”

Anderson

Anderson
Matthew and Maranda Anderson live in Greenfield, directly across from 
the high school, with their two boys, Finnian, 8, and Cullen, 6. 

Matt is a purchasing coordinator at PPG Aerospace, while Maranda is a 
social studies teacher at Greenfield-Central High School. The boys attend 
Harris Elementary in Greenfield. 

The family loves to travel. They were attracted to Cross of Grace because 
of its welcoming feeling. “We also like being able to be involved, with 
greeting and reading,” they said. “Finn loves being an acolyte.”

Cross of Grace has been blessed with a steady stream of new faces, 
eager to be a part of this congregation and its ministry. Here are 

some profiles of our new Partners in Mission who participated in our 
most recent Crossroads class. If you would like to participate in our 
next Crossroads class please let Pastor Aaron or Pastor Mark know!
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Bill and Betsy Goers have two children, Emma, 16, and Jake, 14. They live 
in Indianapolis. Bill is an engineer at Cambria and Betsy is a tax specialist 
at First Advantage. Their hobbies include spending time with their four 
dogs, plus finding and trying new restaurants and going to movies.  

A friend brought them to Cross of Grace about nine years ago. They 
moved to Indy and tried to find a place close to home but couldn't find a 
place they liked as much as Cross of Grace. “We came back and we are 
both so glad that we did!” Betsy said.

Goers

Matthews
The Matthews family (Amy, Scott and their 5-year-old daughter Elizabeth) 
live in Schildmeier Woods in New Palestine. Amy is an attorney who works 
for the law firm of Church, Church, Hittle & Anrim. The firm provides all 
kinds of legal service, but Amy said it is her particular blessing to work 
every day with schools as their counsel. Her hobbies include reading, 
swimming, Zumba, and trying new things with family and friends.  

Amy came to Cross of Grace because she was seeking a church in New 
Palestine that worships through a liturgy with an open table and open 
minds. “I couldn't be happier with what I found here!” she said.

BeckDoris Beck, who lives in Greenfield, has three grown children, Barb, Steve 
and Linda, and seven grandchildren, ages 12-25. She retired from New 
Castle Schools, where she worked as a librarian at Wilbur Wright 
Elementary. She now volunteers at Hancock Library on Tuesday mornings. 
Her hobbies include sewing, reading, embroidering, traveling and 
attending grandchildren’s musical concerts and sporting events.” 

Doris was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in New Castle for 54 
years. She moved from New Castle to Greenfield after her husband 
passed away. She came to Cross of Grace because of her daughter, Barb 
Bailey, and her family.

9
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Beth and Alan Powers live in New Palestine and have three children, Jenny, 
47, Rachael, 41, and Eric, who died in 2008 at age 37. They also have three 
granddaughters. 

Beth is a Physician Relations Market Specialist at Cancer Treatment Centers 
of America. Her hobbies include gardening, reading and exercise. “After 
retirement, I plan to get my master gardener certification and I have a 
series of books stuck in my head that I would like to write; I just don't know 
how to do that,” she said. “So I'm going to take some creative writing and 
history classes.”  

Vonne Tucker invited Beth to Cross of Grace. “I stayed because it is a 
welcoming church and I like the contemporary Christian music at the 
second service,” Beth said.

Powers

Wingo Kimberly Wingo has two children, Jacob “Jake” Wingo,15, and Catherine 
“Catie” Wingo, 22. They live in Shelbyville. Kimberly is a training 
curriculum developer at Brown and Brown Insurance, Inc. in Carmel. 
Kimberly’s hobbies include quilting, gardening and discussing theology.  

Catie works at St. Joseph Catholic School as a teacher’s aide. She is 
working on her degree in Early Childhood Education at Indiana Wesleyan 
University in the school’s online program. Her hobbies include 
photography, traveling, reading and archery.  

The family were members at Risen Lord Lutheran Church, but “Pastor 
Brown took a job in Ohio and he recommended CoG to feed our souls 
every once in a while,” Catie said. “We came once and felt a connection. 
We knew we had to make the switch and we couldn’t be happier.” 

Ostermyer Derek and Sara Ostermyer have two daughters, two-year-old Penelope 
and one-year-old Charlotte. They live in New Palestine. Derek is a self-
employed landscaper. Sara is a physical therapist for St. Vincent and 
American Senior Communities. They both enjoy spending time together 
as a family, camping and going for walks. Derek enjoys fishing and being 
outdoors. Sara has recently become interested in researching, finding 
and making alternatives to household products to make the home as 
toxic and chemical free as possible. Penelope loves gymnastics and 
dance class. Charlotte enjoys bath time and swiping her sister's toys at 
every chance possible.  

“We wanted to belong to a church that felt like a family and have the 
opportunity to see similar faces each week,” they said.

10
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 In July 2016 Cross of  Grace held a “Mission 
Sunday” to begin making micro-loans through an 
organization called Kiva – an international non-
profit organization that connects "loaners" with 
people around the world who are trying to pull 
themselves and their families out of  poverty so that 
they can achieve a higher quality of  life. Funds 
placed in the Kiva account are not donations but 
loans that are re-paid over time. When the loans are 
re-paid, the loaner can go about making more loans, 
meaning that your dollars can impact many lives over 
and over again! 

 Our initial amount collected from the Mission 
Sunday in July 2016 was $925. With this initial 
amount, Cross of  Grace partners in mission made 
eight loans ranging from $25 to $175. Five of  the 
loans were made to families in the Southeast Asian 
nation of  Cambodia. Five families in the 
Battambang and Kep provinces were asking for 
loans so that they could purchase water filters for 
their homes. At the time, they had no access to 
clean, safe, reliable drinking water. At the current 
time, four of  the five of  these loans have already 
been repaid and we can hope and pray that these 
water filters will help these families enjoy better 
health in the future!  

 Our other three loans were made to three 
women in the East African nation of  Kenya, who 
were raising funds to purchase cows, poultry, seeds, 
and fertilizer, so that they could increase the 
productivity of  the farming that they do to support 
their families. Right now, each of  these three loans 
are 50% repaid. 

 In seven of  the eight loans that we made, our 
loan was the loan that allowed each of  these people 
to reach the amount that they needed! Please know 
that your dollars are working to be God's feet and 
hands in world in places that desperately need love 
and attention. If  you did not get a chance to 
participate in the last Mission Sunday to support this 
work, please take the opportunity to join in the next 
round. 

 This summer Cross of  Grace will transform into 
C.S. Lewis' world of  Narnia. Join the characters 
from The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe as 
they guide our youth on adventures to help them 
discover the power of  truth, forgiveness, and 
identity. This year's unique program will include 
singing, games, Bible study, crafts, and making new 
friends. 

 Our VBS program will be held in the evenings 
Monday, June 5 through Wednesday, June 7. We 
will host a meal for participants at 5:00 p.m. The 
program will start at 6:00 p.m. and conclude by 8:00 
p.m. Parents of  youth age 5 and under are asked to 
participate along with their child. As always, we offer 
VBS to our church and wider community completely 
free of  charge. Participants and volunteers can 
register online at:  crossofgrace.org/registration 

Camp at Church: Season 2 
 Five college-age counselors from Indiana’s 
Lutheran summer camps will come to Cross of  
Grace June 25–30 and bring an authentic camp 
experience featuring games, skits, campfires, 
worship, crafts, songs, and an engaging Christian role 
model for your kids to learn from and look up to. 
The week begins with a Sunday evening kick-off  
event at church. Monday through Friday the kids will 
be at church from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. (program ends 
at noon on Friday). We will provide snacks twice 
each day, but each child should bring his/her own 
sack lunch. Registration costs $50 for one child or 
$75 for two or more siblings. Participants can 
register online at:  crossofgrace.org/registration

11



Cross of Grace Lutheran Church SPRING 2017

First Communion Instruction will be held on Saturday, March 18, from 9:30 
a.m. until noon. This is a fun, meaningful way for those in grades 2–4 to learn 
about the sacrament and to prepare to celebrate communion during Maundy 
Thursday worship on April 13. We ask participants to pay $25 for the cost of  
materials, but please let us know if  your family needs help with this expense. 

Bring or wear comfortable work clothes on Palm Sunday (April 9) as we 
work to prepare our mission center for Holy Week and Easter. We start after 
8:30 worship, laying mulch and working in the flower beds. Please bring a 
shovel or other gardening tool. Some work will be done inside, as well. As 
always, we do this all in anticipation of  the many guests that will join us 
throughout the week leading to Easter Sunday! 

Join us for worship on Easter Day, April 16. Easter Sunrise Worship is held 
outdoors at 7:00 a.m. and includes readings, acoustic music, and communion 
all around a fire. Traditional worship is at 8:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast begins at 
9:45 a.m. and will take place outside under a tent. The Kids’ Easter Egg Hunt 
begins at 10:15 a.m. Our Contemporary worship service starts at 10:45 a.m. 

Important Dates for Partners in Mission: General Fund Commitment Sunday 
is April 30. We will offer two “Q&A” sessions to help you prepare for our 
Annual Meeting: May 7 at 9:45 a.m. and May 14 at 9:45 a.m. The Annual 
Meeting is scheduled for May 21 at 9:45 a.m. 

Take note that our worship schedule changes on Sunday, May 28. First 
service remains at 8:30 a.m. but the second service moves to 10:00 a.m. The 
time change means there is no youth or adult education classes offered in 
between worship services.  

The 2017 Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly is June 1-3 in Covington, KY. 
The Synod Assembly includes inspiring worship, fellowship dinners, breakout 
sessions and workshops on various topics, elections for synod officers, and 
business meetings. Please contact the church office if  you would like to join 
Pastor Mark and Pastor Aaron as voting delegates to the Assembly. 

Cross of  Grace’s celebration of  the Rite of  Confirmation will take place at 
both worship services on Sunday, June 4, which is also when we observe the 
Day of  Pentecost. Our 8th-grade youth who have completed the Faith 
Formation curriculum will confess their faith and be welcomed as voting-
eligible Partners in Mission. 

LOOKING  AHEAD
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