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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR MARK 

he 2014-2015 fiscal year, from my perspective, was the year of  my first 
sabbatical, thanks to the grant Cross of  Grace was awarded by the Eli Lilly 
Endowment. The summer of  2014 was an amazing one for me, Christa, and 

the boys, to travel and spend time together in ways and in places I’m not sure will 
ever happen again for such a deliberate, extended period of  time. I continue to be 
grateful to the Endowment and to the people of  our congregation for the 
experience. Not only did Cross of  Gracers “allow” the sabbatical to happen, it was 
embraced and encouraged in ways that shared a very real grace with me, for the 
sake of  the ministry we share in this place. 

In addition to all of  that time off  and time away with family, one way my life and 
ministry has been blessed by the period of  renewal, has been my ability to incorporate a very real practice of  
prayer and meditation into my daily life. I was trained in the practice of  Transcendental Meditation, a practice I’ve 
been able to use in concert with Christian prayer practices that has been good for me, both personally and 
professionally. I have been able to share some of  that with plenty of  Partners in Mission at Cross of  Grace since 
my return and look forward to more of  that in the future. 

As a congregation, I am pleased to see the ways we continue to thrive and grow, both in number and participation 
as well as in depth of  faithfulness to God’s mission. We continue to be challenged by the call of  God’s gospel of  
grace–and ways we can share it–by opening our doors and our hearts to ministries like “purchased.org” and the 
Agape Alliance, both places where we have learned about and done ministry with sex workers. We are “that” 
congregation in town, as far as I know, which does some pretty bold ministry others won’t. Of  course, we have 
plenty of  room to grow in this regard, too. 

I’ve also been moved by the ways we’ve cared for each other over the course of  the last year, particularly with 
regard to our Eucharistic Ministry program and an Elder Care ministry that has come about rather recently. You’ll 
read more about that in other places. In addition, this year was marked by Janis Janelsins’ devastating stroke. Janis 
and Anne have been such a powerful, faithful, reliable team of  servants since the beginning of  Cross of  Grace, 
that their need not to be so involved in our day to day ministry, frankly, scared and saddened me in surprising 
ways back in January. However, I’ve been moved by the way so many have loved them over the course of  recent 
months and our ministry has been blessed by how many have felt called to stepped in and work to fill their shoes 
– which are sizeable shoes in every way! 

Having Pastor Aaron on staff  has been a real blessing for me and for our congregation, as well. I’ll let his 
reflections throughout this report speak for themselves. But suffice it to say, one of  the other things I’ve noticed, 
upon my return from sabbatical, is how needed another pastoral presence is in a congregation like ours. From his 
voice in the pulpit, to his perspective around the office, to his work with the youth and on publications like 
“Grace Stories,” we are blessed to have more pastoral hands on deck in many ways. I look forward to the ways he 
and I will keep learning to grow together as a team in the days ahead. 

Prospects and possibilities for the coming fiscal year include the convening of  a new iteration of  the Vision Team 
and the establishment of  a deliberate small group ministry, which we’re calling “Grace Groups.” I’d also like to 
see us continue doing some serious damage to the principle on our mortgage, as well as to keep growing our 
General Fund in aggressive ways. Financial security, along with generous giving, do wonderful things for the life 
of  any congregation. 

All in all, it is a good time to be the Church. And I continue to believe Cross of  Grace is as fun and faithful a 
place as any to do God’s work in the world. Thanks for being part of  it and for praying about more ways to make 
it happen in the coming year. 

With deep gratitude and great hope, 
+Mark

T
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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR AARON 

y previous year of  ministry at Cross of  Grace commenced at the same time 
Pastor Mark’s 4-month sabbatical kicked off. I am grateful for that time I 
was able to share with the congregation while Pastor Mark was away. You 

got to know me better; you tolerated (perhaps even enjoyed or appreciated?) my 
unique worship ideas last summer; and you were very gracious as I learned the 
nuances of  how Cross of  Grace functions. 

By the time Pastor Mark returned from his sabbatical we were all ready to launch 
into another year of  ministry. Looking back, some of  the highlights include: 

• MC-ing Vacation Bible School,  
• being “initiated” by the high school youth at their winter lock-in, 
• watching our younger Partners in Mission participate in their extracurricular activities at school, 
• being accepted into, and participating in, the two-year Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program, 
• attending Indy Fuel and Indians games with church friends, 
• celebrating my first Cross of  Grace Advent and Christmas seasons, 
• sharing equal preaching and worship leading opportunities with Pastor Mark,  
• brewing beer with Cross of  Grace friends on Saturdays (and seeing a six-pack of  “Pastor’s Honey Porter” 

sell for $75 at the mission endowment silent auction!), 
• working with Bettina Puckett to create the GraceStories quarterly magazine, 
• creating a sermon podcast that has enabled people to stay connected to our congregation when they are 

unable to attend (and has helped visitors get a taste of  what we’re all about), 
• co-leading a group of  seven high school youth at the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit,  
• recognizing and appreciating the various ways that Cross of  Grace is invested in various local and global 

ministries and relief  organizations. 

Given my title as Pastor of  Youth and Family Ministry, I would like to take this opportunity to describe how I see 
my role evolving over the past year and into the future. As an ordained minister, my primary responsibilities are 
to preach, administer the sacraments (communion and baptism), and provide pastoral care for our Partners in 
Mission as well as the community at large. Regarding “youth and family”-specific ministry, there is a firm and 
effective foundation of  volunteer leadership with our various youth ministries and my role is to recruit, support, 
encourage, and equip these leaders…not replace them! Much gratitude goes to the leaders of  our various 
youth ministries: Denise Miller (GraceQuest), Kindra Moore (vacation Bible school), Matt Moore and Gayle 
Beebe (High School co-leaders), as well as all our GraceQuest teachers, nursery attendants, children’s church 
leaders, and everyone else who takes the time to welcome, include, affirm, and learn from our young people.  

One of  my primary ministry emphases is to facilitate what I’m calling “Cross+Generational” opportunities – 
events bringing together multiple generations to participate in conversation, learning, and activities to foster life-
giving relationships. At least one Cross+Gen event is held monthly. To make sure you’re kept up-to-date with all 
youth, family, and Cross+Gen events, please subscribe to the “Cross+Gen News” weekly email (different from 
the “E-Crossworks”) by contacting me or signing up on our website. 

I cherish the opportunity to serve here and I’m excited for another year of  impactful ministry at Cross of  Grace! 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Aaron

M
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REFLECTIONS FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT,  
GEORGE SEARFOSS 

gain it has been an eventful year at Cross of  Grace and our 
Ministry continues to change and grow.  

Just a few of  the great and new things happening around Cross of  Grace 
in this past year: 
• A new redesigned web site     
• The new Grace Stories high content quarterly magazine     
• Cross+Generational forums     
• The Agape Ministry      
• The Eucharistic Ministry     

As always we continue to provide numerous avenues for Partners in Mission to grow in faith and serve 
the Lord, including participating in inspiring Worship services, strong educational opportunities for all 
ages, many small group activities, and of  course opportunities for service to others. 

As examples of  our continued commitment to service, there is the ongoing SonRise Ministry and our 
support of  the community in Fondwa. Haiti. A number of  Mission Partners journeyed to Fondwa this 
year. This is the fifth year in a row we have sent members to Fondwa (see pictures, below). 

Over this past year we have been able to more fully appreciate having the wonderful talents and 
leadership of  both Pastor Aaron and Pastor Mark. We have everything in place to continue fulfilling 
Cross of  Grace’s promise of  providing a place and a people for carrying out the Mission and Ministry of  
Jesus Christ. 

As we have demonstrated in the past, we will continue to rely on the committed participation of  our 
Partners in Mission to make the new and exciting Ministries happen. Let us all work to bring more fully 
Jesus Christ and his Church into all of  our lives here at Cross of  Grace, and also to share Jesus’ message 
of  caring and forgiveness to others in the local community and in the world. 

God Bless you,  
George 

A

Bervincia & her grandmother,  
Madame Jean

The 2015 Cross of Grace Haiti Crew
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2014-2015 Unaudited Treasurer’s Report 
 (Cross of Grace’s fiscal year runs from July 1st through June 30th) 

General Fund 
Balance July 1, 2014 $39,566.11                                                  

 Receipts/Interest $429,910.59                                                                  
 Expenses ($413,005.94)                                                                             
 Change in Liabilities ($2,394.65)                                                              

Balance June 30, 2015 $54,076.11                                               

Building Fund 
Balance July 1, 2014 $102,752.59                                                

 Receipts/Interest Income   $195,043.02                                                              
 Building Expenses ($9,721.00)                                                                              
 Mortgage Interest ($50,910.55)                                                                             
 Mortgage Principle Paydown  ($136,585.45)                                                      
 Change in Liabilities $6,050.91                                                                             

 Balance June 30, 2015 $106,629.52                                                        
  

Restricted Funds 
 Balance July 1, 2014 $31,782.85                                                            

 Receipts/Interest  $48,969.93                                                                                
 Disbursements  ($53,735.59)                                                                                 

 Balance June 30, 2015 $27,017.19                                                                       

Mission Endowment Fund 
 Balance July 1, 2014 $88,458.77                                                                           

 Receipts/Interest  $9,127.15                                                                                   
 Disbursements  ($2,846.28)                                                                                   

 Balance June 30, 2015 $94,739.64                                                                       

Total of Cash Accounts 
(as of June 30, 2015) 

$282,462.46 
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 MISSION & OUTREACH 
– ANGI JOHNSON 

The Groceries of Grace food pantry continues 
to serve our immediate community, mostly through 
recommendations and referrals from the township 
Trustee’s office. We served 47 people (in 92 visits) 
this fiscal year. In addition to non-perishable food, 
we’ve been able to share $1,840 worth of  Marsh gift 
cards, along with some donations of  small household 
items, clothes, and shoes. Please keep the food pantry 
on your shopping list and continue to bring non-
perishable foods to church, particularly on 5th 
Sundays in any month. Thanks to Linda Sevier for 
adding this important ministry to her role as 
Administrative Assistant, and to all those who 
organize the pantry from time to time. 
  
Our mission to support the Equal Exchange Fair 
Trade Coffee Project continues to be a success. 
This is our ninth year of  involvement and we have 
embraced and enjoyed the delicious teas, coffee and 
chocolates through this ministry. The goal of  this 
project is to help cut out the “middle-man” in 
production and support farmers and families in 
developing countries to make a fair and better living. 
A special thanks to Sally Richards and Linda Sevier 
for helping to order and organize the products we sell 
and share through this ministry. 
   
T he “No S t r ings At t ached” Alcohol ics 
Anonymous meeting continues to meet weekly at 
Cross of  Grace at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays, in our 
Fellowship Room. The group averages between 15-20 
members from week to week and has become a 
regular fixture on the publicized AA meeting 
schedule. There is conversation in the community 
about Cross of  Grace hosting another 12-step 
program in the future. 
  
Mission Sundays at Cross of  Grace continue to 
share financial resources for organizations and 
ministries at least one time every month. Our 
Partners in Mission generously have shared nearly 
$10,000 so far this year, helping various ministries, 
from Riley Children’s Hospital, to the MS 
Foundation, to the ELCA’s Malaria Project and 
Wernle Children’s Home. That total doesn't tell the 
whole story, either. We provided Christmas gifts for 
local families, as described below. 

  

The Christmas Sharing Tree benefited nine 
families this year, one more than the previous year. 
Each family received, on average, 16-20 gifts, bought 
by the congregation. The families were very blessed 
and grateful for all the generous gifts that were 
donated and delivered. Thanks to everyone that 
provided for these families, creating a wonderful 
Christmas experience that might otherwise not have 
happened. 

On Friday, December 19th, we hosted a Foster 
Family Christmas Party for families and children 
in Hancock County. We provided food, games, a 
photo-op with Santa, and loads of  gifts for these 
children. We hope this is something we’ll be able to 
do on an annual basis. This ministry was funded, in 
part, by our midweek Advent worship service 
offerings. 

Another new ministry we begun includes our 
connection with Agape Alliance. On Mondays 
once a month a group of  women from Cross of  
Grace share meals, friendship, and even communion, 
with sex-workers on Indianapolis’ east side. It takes 
lots of  cooks to pull this off, so keep your eyes and 
ears open if  you’d like to help in the future. 

Our Midweek Lenten Offerings were an 
expression of  Mission and Outreach in a new way 
this year as well. Instead of  collecting coins for the 
Heifer Project or for ELCA’s Good Gifts program, 
we committed to send our Lenten offerings to 
various ministries and organizations that our Partners 
in Mission shared messages about during worship. We 
shared nearly $3,000 with places like The Girl Effect, 
ELCA World Hunger, The Kenneth Butler Soup 
Kitchen, the Southeast Community Services Center, 
in Indianapolis, and efforts to end human trafficking 
and to support global health through vaccinations. 

We appreciate our relationship with the Indiana 
Blood Center, hosting blood drives as often as 
they'll join us on Sunday mornings. Thanks to Paula 
McCain for encouraging us each time these roll 
around so that we can roll up our sleeves and share 
15-20 units of  blood each Sunday that they're able to 
be with us.
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Thanks to Terry and Linda Snow for all their work 
preparing the Mission Endowment Fund’s 
Silent Auction in February. It was another great 
success, raising nearly $7,700 toward the fund’s 
principal balance. Thanks to everyone for 
participating as well as for donating all the items. The 
Mission Endowment Fund now totals $88,459 in 
principal. $2,000 of  the accumulated interest was 
shared with Redeemer Hospitality Mission’s Son 
Seekers summer day camp, for underprivileged 
children ages 6 - 19 (Hosted at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, North Park Avenue, Indianapolis). The other 
$846.28 of  accumulated interest was shared with the 
New Palestine Youth (Baseball) League for purchase 
of  batteries and supplies for a recently donated 
AED/Heart Defibrillator. 
  
We sent seven more people (Pastor Mark, Sandy 
Havel, Kent Kuffner, Haley Oxley, Susan Oxley, 
George Searfoss, and Lindsey Stamper) back to 
Fondwa, Haiti, in June, to continue our relationship 
with the community there.   Most of  our time was 
spent painting the orphanage, moving materials for a 
new house and working on a solar power project at 
the school. We traveled with six new friends from 
College Avenue United Methodist Church, in Muncie. 
Remember, our Building Fund tithe continues to be 
split between the ministry we share with the people 
of  Fondwa (5%) and Roots of  Life, the new ministry 
we’re helping Pastor Teri Ditslear to grow in 
Noblesville (5%). Between November and June, 
we’ve collected nearly $7,000 for each of  these 
ministries, by way of  this tithe. 

We have also re-invigorated our Eucharistic 
Ministry Program, whereby several Partners in 
Mission carry communion to those who can’t be with 
us in worship. This team of  servants takes shares the 
sacrament in homes, in nursing care facilities and in 
hospitals, as needed from one week to the next. Joyce 
Ammerman has even begun sharing communion with 
the entire memory care unit at a senior living facility 
on Indianapolis’ east side. 

In September, we participated in the ELCA-wide 
“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, when we 
helped to clean, paint and landscape at Lutheran 
Child and Family Service. We are currently seeking 
ways to participate in the “God’s Work, Our Hands” 
Sunday again in September 2015. 
  

A growing need, which we’ve addressed in some ways 
for a few of  our Partners in Mission is an Elder 
Care Ministry–spending time with other Partners in 
Mission who are sick or home-bound and in need of  
companionship or help with errands and small chores 
around the house. We’ll continue to see how this 
ministry might grow and be of  help in coming days. 

Our second annual “Hold ‘em for Haiti” card 
party, as part of  our Oktoberfest celebration, raised 
$1,025.00 for our work in Fondwa, as well. Thanks to 
the Nahre Family for organizing this fun way to share 
grace through yearly poker and Euchre tournaments. 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to create 
gifts that remind friends, family, or even strangers, 
about the presence of  prayer during times of  stress, 
struggle and sickness.  All are welcome to join this 
ministry whenever they meet and/or to take 
advantage of  the shawls they create by sharing them. 
They can be found in the sacristy closet, behind the 
altar. Please contact Joyce Ammerman for 
information, or to thank her for leading this ministry. 
  
We continue to have lots of  fun as a family of  faith 
with special events like our Oktoberfest and Mardi 
Gras parties, as well as our annual Easter Breakfast 
and midweek meals during Advent and Lent. The 
Hospitality Team continues to bless us by hosting 
many these events throughout the year. As we 
continue to grow and add size and scope to our 
celebrations, we’ll keep looking for more planners to 
take the lead. Please let us know if  you can help in 
this way. 
  
Our Women’s Circle of Grace was as active as 
ever in 2014-2015. In addition to their annual 
Christmas luncheon at the Kopper Kettle, in 
Morristown, and dinner and a movie events, they also 
took trips to the Warm Glow Candle Factory and 
Outlet, and Hunter’s Honey Farm. This group learns 
and laughs and travels and experiences life in some 
wonderful ways in the name of  faith and is always 
open to others who’d like to join them. Again this 
Christmas, the Women’s Circle of  Grace put together 
gift baskets of  various Fair Trade products. Thanks to 
Carol Graham and all those involved in building the 
baskets and to those who purchased and shared them 
for the holidays.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC  
– PAULA BOLEY 
• Council initiated a more formalized review process for the paid music staff. Input was received from 

the Worship and Music Team and Team Leader. Job descriptions were reviewed and more realistic 
work expectations were developed for Jim Rowe and Phil Jacoby. Their compensation was adjusted 
accordingly. 

• The acoustic needs of  the church were evaluated this year, as well. As a result, two choir 
microphones were installed in time for Christmas which have enhanced the sound in the sanctuary. 

• A workshop to teach volunteers to run the sound board was conducted by Stephen Jordan in 
March. Approximately 10 individuals attended the workshop. Running the sound board is an activity 
that was added to this year’s Time and Talents sheets to facilitate ensuring that volunteers cover the 
sound board for each service. We could use more effort and energy in this regard, so if  you’re 
interested, please let us know how and when we can put you to work. 

• A task force was formed to review the keyboard needs of  the church. Some Mission Partners have 
expressed a desire to have a grand piano for the sanctuary, although it is the professional opinion of  
some musicians that the climate is not well controlled enough to avoid ruining such an instrument.  
The task force was charged with gathering as much information as they could, then submit a 
recommendation to the Council for consideration. Council has these recommendations before them 
and will propose a plan for addressing them as our finances allow. 

• This year we had very special music enhance our worship, which was appreciated by everyone who 
attended the services: 
• Jim Rowe arranged for special music for Christmas Eve, Good Friday, and Easter services, 

which included several Partners in Mission along with a string quartet, headed by Carol Plouch, 
for a particularly powerful Good Friday experience. 

• The three bell choirs were very busy this year, ringing at services approximately twice per month 
and hosting the 9th Annual “Ring and Share,” in December, with a handful of  bell choirs from 
the area sharing their music in preparation for the Christmas season.  

• We hosted the Greenfield Community Orchestra for a community sing of  Handel’s Messiah, 
under the leadership of  Gayle and Steve Beebe. 

• The Choir performed the cantata, The Promise of Light, the week before Christmas, too. 

• Profound thanks go out to Susan Oxley and Steve Beebe for their choir direction, all the praise band 
members, Stephen Jordan for working the soundboard, and Scott Maurer for the guitar music as 
part of  the 5 p.m. worship service over the year. 

• We are always open to and interested in having new voices and instruments added to our worship. 
Please contact one of  the Pastors, Jim Rowe, or Phil Jacoby, if  you’d like to participate in this way.
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PROPERTY  
– ED HOPKINS 
This past year, the property team identified needed maintenance tasks and potential areas for future 
attention.  In the fall of  2014 trees and perennials were planted around the labyrinth, as part of  our 
Clergy Renewal grant through the Lilly Endowment. Much gratitude goes out to Janis Janelsins, Fred 
Parish, Dave Sevier, and Gary Wilfley for doing the work and for Stephen Jordan for providing the 
equipment to install the trees. 
  
We continued a preventive maintenance schedule with Muegge Heating, Plumbing and Electrical for all 
of  the heating and cooling units. This happens in the spring and the fall. By having the units checked 
twice per year it helps keep the units functioning properly and potentially identifies smaller problems 
before they become costly fixes. We have had to repair some of  our heating and cooling units over the 
course of  the last year. 
  
Mother Nature was much more kind to us this winter which helped reduce the cost of  snow plowing the 
drive and parking lot. However, many thanks go out to all who help ensure our sidewalks, doorways and 
other traffic areas into the building were clear. It is very much appreciated. 
  
In April, Koorsen Fire & Security made a visit to inspect all of  our fire extinguishers. Some of  them 
were replaced. Our fire alarms and security panel were also inspected during the visit.  
  
Our annual Palm Sunday work day was a great success. Many thanks to all the helping hands who spread 
mulch and got the property looking nice for the spring and summer months. Council continues to 
debate and discuss the possibility of  contracting with a lawn service to treat the grass for weeds. As of  
now, it has been decided that the cost of  that is more than we would like to spend, because the money 
could be used in other ways that seem more like ministry for the good of  the Church. 
  
Many people have stepped up, on a near-weekly basis, to take care of  responsibilities Anne and Janis 
Janelsins have been unable to manage, these days. Many thanks to Dick and Joannie Bowen, Ben and 
Susan Rice, and Sherrie Stafford, for their help with weekly cleaning. Thanks to Bob Dalton and Doug 
Tucker for moving walls to set-up classrooms and for serving as handy-men, in general. Kent Kuffner 
has also worked regularly to maintain the labyrinth and the grass near our entryways. Frankly, there are 
so many people who do so many things “behind the scenes” and work so tirelessly, they can’t all be 
named here. Thank You. 
  
Lastly, thanks go out for the contributions of  time and talent that keep our building safe, welcoming and 
in good working order. By doing this we have been able to open our building up to many events and 
groups from our community. Maintaining our building and grounds will keep our investment in good 
working order for the future.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Grace Quest/Sunday School 
GraceQuest over the 2014-2015 school year was quite 
a bit different because it was the first time in many 
years that we used a new curriculum. We purchased 
and implemented a lectionary-based (meaning, the 
lessons for the day matched the scripture we used in 
worship) curriculum called “Whirl.” One of  the 
primary goals in this change was to give teachers a 
lesson that didn’t require much work ahead of  time as 
well as to provide kids with another opportunity to 
reinforce the Bible stories they heard in worship/
children’s church. We learned valuable lessons in our 
first year with the curriculum, which we are 
addressing as we plan for the next school year. 

The fact is, the curriculum is a distant second to the 
most important element of  GraceQuest – the 
teachers. We had a wealth of  volunteers, which meant 
we were able to assign three teachers to each 
classroom. Thank you to all who took the time to 
teach and develop relationships with the kids. Thanks, 
especially, to Denise Miller for her relentless work 
behind the scenes to make GraceQuest run smoothly 
each week. 

Another fun element to GraceQuest this past year 
was the kid’s production of  A Charlie Brown 
Christmas. Many people had a hand in assisting with 
rehearsals, checking the script, creating costumes and 
sets, and rehearsing with their kids.  

First Communion 
Twelve children – Jack Anderson, Jacob Buehrer, 
Charlie Cross, Max Havel, Eli Kleine, Alex Schwartz, 
Ally Schwartz, Ethan Sutton, Evelyn Siegert, Natalie 
Siegert, Nate Tornatta, and Dria Walgren – celebrated 
their First Communion on Maundy Thursday, April 
2nd. They and their families used the chalices they 
made during their class, which was taught by Pastor 
Mark and Pastor Aaron. 
  
Vacation Bible School 
We’ve put on two vacation Bible school events since 
our last annual report! Each year it is amazing to see 
the various people come together to put together an 
incredible and rewarding experience for the kids (and 
adults, as well!). Of  course, all this happened due to 
the faithful efforts of  our VBS director, Kindra 
Moore. Thanks to all who were involved in teaching, 
shepherding, driving, playing, cooking, and crafting! 

Faith Formation 
Four Eighth Graders completed the program, taught 
by Pastor Mark and affirmed their faith on Sunday, 
May 17th. We celebrate with and welcome Mitchell 
Beebe, Annelise Masshardt, Dane Reid, and Macey 
Sego, as Confirmed Partners in Mission. 
  
High School Youth Group 
Gayle Beebe and Matt Moore provided faithful and 
dedicated leadership to our High School Youth 
Group this past year. Highlights include the karaoke 
party, lock-in, ski trip. The group had more ideas than 
they could execute, due to the busy schedules of  all 
the youth, but they had fun whenever they got 
together.  

One of  the great opportunities for the High School 
students was the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit. 
Cross of  Grace sent seven youth (Joel Beebe, Isaac 
and Eleda Plouch, Kristin and Katie Villiger, Madison 
Holden, and Alex Jacobs), plus Gayle and Pastor 
Aaron as adult chaperones. The group participated in 
worship, concerts, games, random high-fiving of  
people in the streets, and a day of  service restoring a 
neighborhood. Our participation was only possible 
due to the financial support of  the congregation.  

We say “good bye” to Gayle after several years of  
service with the group. She was able to form 
powerful connections with the youth and she will be 
missed. However, we are excited to welcome Tonya 
Reid into the fold as our new co-leader! 
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Adult Education 
Women’s Bible Study continued to meet Monday 
evenings and Thursday mornings. This continues to 
be a meaningful means of  fellowship and learning for 
the women of  our congregation and some friends 
from the community, too. We have plans for new 
options and content in the year ahead, including a 
lectionary-based study, led by Pastor Joyce Gerwing, 
and a Friday morning session, led by Jennifer Rogers. 

The weekly Men’s Bible Study continues to meet on 
Monday evenings, beginning at 6:30 p.m. This is an 
ongoing, informal study group that reads portions of  
the Bible in prayer and conversation. Men are invited 
to join the group at any time.  

We hosted a CrossRoads new member class in the 
fall this fiscal year. These classes invite and inform 
new people about our life as Partners in Mission at 
Cross of  Grace, in the Lutheran Church and with the 
Christian Church, in general. Eight families, including 
16 Mission Partners, joined our ranks as a result. 
  
The Wednesday morning Soup, Salad and Scripture 
studies continue to offer a meaningful variety of  
discussion and learning for a significant group of  
Cross of  Gracers. Studies this year included an 
“Animate: Faith Practices” series, using the DVD 
offering from Augsburg Fortress, led by Pastor Aaron 
and Pastor Mark. Pastor Aaron also led a class, as part 
of  our renewal/sabbatical experience on the book, 
Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal and Delight in Our 
Busy Lives by Wayne Mueller. 
  
We also completed another two-year session of  the 
Bethel Bible Study, led by Pastor Mark. Graduates 
of  the intensive discipleship training program include 
Dave and Linda Duff, Ed and Carla Hopkins, Angi 
Johnson, and Sue Wedemeyer. 
  
Our monthly Craft Fellowship continues to be a 
great way for folks from Cross of  Grace and the 
community to gather for fellowship and a chance to 
share ideas and inspiration about scrapbooking, card-
making and other hobbies. 

David Duff  continued to lead Financial Peace 
University classes, for which we are grateful, as it is a 
great way that we open our doors to others in the 
community for meaningful learning opportunities. 
  
Tom Orr led some more great Adult Forum studies 
this year, and Kevin Michaelis continued his 
leadership of  the Wired Word class. 
  
We were blessed and we were a blessing to continue 
hosting the Sonrise Bible Study events for adults 
with intellectual and physical disabilities on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. Between leaders and 
participants, 20-30 gather for these weekly classes.  In 
addition to regular classes, this group gathers for 
special celebration dinners at Christmas and in the 
spring. We also participate in preparing and serving 
meals for the Lutheran Disability Ministries/Bethesda 
Ministry camp twice per year.  Talk with Chuck 
Hershberger to learn more about this ministry. 
  
Pastor Aaron led a Lenten discussion over dinner for 
young adults called PodClass, where participants 
discussed the theological insights of  current podcasts, 
just before our midweek Lenten worship services on 
Wednesday evenings. 
  
Pastor Warren Lynn led a Labyrinth Workshop on 
Sunday, November 9th, in response to the positive 
feedback we received from a similar workshop he led 
during our summer renewal time. This workshop 
helped inform, inspire and invite Cross of  Gracers to 
participate in our 36-Hour Prayer Vigil, the following 
weekend, in preparation for our   Building Fund’s 
“Forging a Path of  Faithfulness” Commitment 
Sunday. 
  
Pastor Mark also led a five-week Prayer and 
Meditation Workshop beginning in January, as a way 
to share some of  what he experienced over the 
course of  his renewal/sabbatical. He continues to 
keep in touch with those from the class on a weekly 
basis through weekly “Meditation Inspiration” e-
mails, and has begun offering outdoor, evening 
meditations on the labyrinth. 
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Join Pastor Mark on the labyrinth for quiet, reflective experiences of  prayer and 
meditation. We'll meet at 9 p.m. on Thursdays, August 27, September 17, and 
October 22. We'll gather in the sanctuary in cases of  inclement weather. 

We are offering a Gender and Sexuality Awareness Workshop on August 30 at 
6pm. Join us to learn about ways we can be more informed and sensitive in 
living with and walking alongside those who identify as lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, 
transgender, or queer/questioning (LGBTQ). We’ll have pizza and hear from 
Graham Brinklow–a leader in the LGBTQ community and at the Indiana Youth 
Group in Indianapolis. RSVP to the church office via email : 
churchoffice@crossofgrace.org 

Our SonRise Ministry for adults with disabilities starts its year on Tuesday, 
September 8 at 5:30pm with a dinner, worship service, and Bible study. Come 
participate in this powerful ministry and build lasting relationships  

This Fall we’re introducing Wednesday Night “Grace Groups”–five-week blocks 
of  engaging ministry groups tailored to your specific interests. The first Grace 
Group series will include opportunities for woodworking, yoga practice, a 
children’s choir, a study hall to complete homework, a forum for “holy 
conversations,” a book study for moms, and a discussion about mortality and 
medicine. The fun starts on Wednesday, September 9 at 6pm. 

On Sunday, September 13 we will partner with ELCA congregations across the 
nation for the annual “God’s Work, Our Hands” day of  service. Projects will be 
identified in advance; feel free to contact the church office with suggestions if  
you know of  any specific people or places that could use our attention. 

On Sunday, September 20 we’re celebrating the start of  the 2015-16 Sunday 
School year. Join us at 9:45am for the first day of  GraceQuest, Faith Formation, 
High School, and adult forums. 

Our annual Worship in the Wind worship service, featuring a pet blessing liturgy, 
is scheduled for Sunday, September 27. All three worship services will be held 
outdoors (weather permitting) and you are encouraged to bring your pet(s) for a 
special blessing. This is always a special Sunday and we hope you will participate!  

Cross of  Grace’s annual Oktoberfest celebration will be held on Sunday, 
October 25 at 5pm. Festivities begin with a worship service of  special music 
honoring the Reformation. Stick around afterward for festive singing, sample a 
beer from Cross of  Grace’s Home Brew Club, and play a hand at our “Hold ‘Em 
For Haiti” poker & euchre tournament that will raise funds for the 2015 Haiti 
mission trip.  

Students in this year’s Faith Formation group are encouraged to participate in a 
Faith Formation Retreat programmed event Friday, November 6 through 
Sunday, November 8 led by summer camp staff  at Lutheran Hills camp in 
Southern Indiana. Contact Pastor Aaron to register.

LOOKING AHEAD


