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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR MARK 

that three marks of  a 
healthy congregation 
include being “other-

oriented,” thinking “beyond Sunday morning,” and “welcoming change.” Of  
course, these three markers had me thinking about the ministry we see and share 
at Cross of  Grace and I’m encouraged and continually challenged by the ways I 
see us maintaining our health and vitality as a congregation. 

 I’m most inspired by what it means to be “other-oriented,” and I’m proud of  
and encouraged by the ways we focus our ministry beyond ourselves. Of  course, 
I think about our continued financial investment in Fondwa, Haiti, and at Roots 
of  Life, in Noblesville. I consider every Mission Sunday that collects special offerings for 
organizations beyond our walls. I give thanks for ministries like our Groceries of  Grace food 
pantry, the SonRise Bible Study, and Agape Alliance, that do God’s work for and with people 
who will likely never join our ranks, officially, as Partners in Mission. I’m even reminded of  the 
“Race Relations Dialogue” Grace Group we offered last fall, and hope to do more of  that in 
the future. Looking outward, serving with and learning about the “other” is a holy part of  
God’s claim on our life together. I’m grateful when we do it well and hope we’re always 
challenged by that calling. 

 Much of  the above points to ways we have grown our ministry “beyond Sunday morning,” 
as well. After one of  our recent CrossRoads classes, one of  the participants approached me to 
tell me how amazed she was to hear of  the many things we have going on at Cross of  Grace 
from one week to the next. Specifically, I had just shared with the group more about our 
offerings for Christian Education and Small Group ministries, such as midweek Bible Studies, 
and our Grace Groups offerings on Wednesday evenings. So much activity and such a variety 
of  ways to engage life as part of  a church were not her experience in previous congregations. 
We are blessed by our Sunday morning worship and community, for sure. But it is just the 
beginning of  our life together in so many wonderful ways. 

 Finally, that last mark of  a healthy congregation, “welcoming change,” has always been a gift 
and a goal of  our life together, and this past year was no exception. Again, I’d lift up our new 
Grace Groups ministry, with its many unique small group offerings as evidence of  our hunger 
for and interest in new ways of  doing church. But I’d mostly point to the way our patience, 
prayers, and faith have sustained us in the transition that came to our worship and music 
ministry in recent months. Many congregations would have struggled and suffered to have lost 
their key musicians and re-arranged worship schedules, all while searching for capable 
replacements in a faithful way. Thanks to our faithful, gifted volunteers and to God’s provision 
of  Kaitlyn Ferry and Jeanne Ellenberger, we continue to move through these changes with 
grace and excellence, and I’m grateful for it. 
  
 I trust you’ll see, as you read through this report, that our ministry reflects even more 
examples of  what makes for a healthy church. I hope you’ll agree it’s why we continue to grow, 
do God’s work with each other for the sake of  our community, and evolve faithfully as part of  
God’s church for the sake of  the world. As always, I’m praying you’ll look for ways to keep 
engaging our life together to share grace in as many ways, with as many people as we can reach 
along the way. 

Peace, 
+Mark

I read recently
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2015-2016 Unaudited Treasurer’s Report 
 (Cross of Grace’s fiscal year runs from July 1st through June 30th) 

General Fund 
Balance July 1, 2015 $54,576.11 

 Receipts/Interest $452,755.37 
 Expenses ($430,993.40) 
 Change in Liabilities      ($3,307.23) 

Balance June 30, 2016 $73,030.85 

Building Fund 
Balance July 1, 2015 $106,629.52 

 Receipts/Interest Income   $181,277.26 
 Insurance Claims $134,265.46 
 Building Expenses ($127,732.31) 
 Mortgage Interest ($44,691.96) 
 Mortgage Principle Paydown  ($146,804.04) 
 Change in Liabilities             $60.61 

 Balance June 30, 2016 $103,004.54 
  

Restricted Funds 
 Balance July 1, 2015 $27,017.19 

 Receipts/Interest  $54,704.59 
 Disbursements    ($50,452.72) 

 Balance June 30, 2016 $31,269.06 

Mission Endowment Fund 
 Balance July 1, 2015 $94,739.64 

 Receipts/Interest  $15,153.81 
 Disbursements    ($3,765.17) 

 Balance June 30, 2015 $106,128.28 

Total of Cash Accounts 
(as of June 30, 2015) 

$313,432.73 
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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR AARON 

for the gift of  our shared ministry at Cross of  Grace. Together we have reached 
out to the community, engaged in hard yet holy conversations about difficult 
issues that matter in our world, comforted one another in our grief, welcomed 
new Partners in Mission, worshipped whole-heartedly, and had a lot of  fun along 
the way. 

Pacific Northwest 
 Last August I was blessed to participate in a study tour of  the Pacific 
Northwest as part of  my participation in the two-year Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program. 
Our group of  Indiana pastors explored the beautiful landscapes and challenging ministry 
contexts of  Seattle, WA and Vancouver, BC. This region has long been the canary in the coal 
mine for ideas, trends, and movements that will eventually spread to the rest of  the USA; and 
lately this canary has been singing a message of  widespread disengagement with organized 
religion. We met with church leaders who were creating authentic yet invigoratingly-new 
approaches to Christian ministry necessitated by this shift. The trip left me profoundly 
optimistic about the future of  a church that is able to be flexible, adaptive, service-oriented and 
rooted in God’s unconditional love – characteristics which I believe describe Cross of  Grace. 

Passings 
 As I reflect on the past year I would be remiss if  I didn’t mention the profound sadness I 
felt at the passing of  our brothers in Christ, Chris Barrett and Bernie Augenstein. In their own 
ways, both Chris and Bernie became good friends, sounding boards, and mentors. I miss their 
encouragement, ideas, smiles, and their faithful ministry with us. I give thanks for the impact 
they had on my pastoral identity and trust their presence will be felt at Cross of  Grace for a 
long time. 

Cross+Generational Ministry 
 As Cross of  Grace’s Pastor of  Youth and Family Ministry I have 
been hard at work learning, listening, experimenting, praying, 
challenging, and reframing conversations about youth ministry. Youth-
related highlights from the past year include the superhero-themed 
Christmas pageant and Harry Potter-themed vacation Bible school; as 
well as our middle school and high school youth group events including 
our middle school waffle night, school dance after-party, sweetheart 
dinner, seniors retreat, Christmas caroling, and many more. 

Here’s the most important thing you need to know about youth ministry at Cross of  Grace:  
The faith of our children is directly tied to the relationships  

that form in church and in the home.  
Therefore, it is my mission to create as many opportunities for faith engagement across the 
generations as possible as well as to equip parents to be the primary faith agents in their kids’ 
lives. This was the impulse for the focus on “Faith5” faith in the home program that framed 
our Lenten worship as well as for all the “Cross+Generational” ministry opportunities offered 
throughout the year. 

I give thanks to God

“The Box” on Easter Sunday



Cross of Grace Lutheran Church, New Palestine, IN ANNUAL REPORT: 2015-2016

 I hope you take seriously the role you play in the faith of  our youth and that you will 
commit to being a part of  the lives of  our youth. There are countless opportunities for such 
engagement in the coming year, including: 

• volunteering with GraceQuest, middle school, or high school youth groups; 

• attending the “Cross+Gen Discipleship Events” to be held on the first Sunday of  
each month between worship services; 

• serving as a mentor for a Faith Formation student; 

• praying for our youth; 

• showing up at our youth’s extracurricular events to show your support; 

• praising the youth who share their gifts and talents in worship; 

• engaging our youth in conversation and showing them you think they are important 
and interesting. 

    I believe we have assembled an excellent approach to 
Cross+Generational Ministry for the coming year as we now 
offer something for all ages, are instituting a comprehensive 
safety and abuse prevention policy, are encouraging and 
equipping our high school students to live into their “adult” 
roles in the congregation, and now have Sunday evenings 
open for regular youth ministry programs and relationship-
building. I am in awe of  the gifts and talents that Partners in 
Mission bring to the various Cross+Generational ministries. 
While we will certainly miss the energy and humor Matt 
Moore provided the high school youth, we are excited to 
welcome new leadership teams for the middle school and high 
school groups. 

 The coming year of  ministry is ripe with possibility and promise for other reasons as well: 
• I am thrilled to lead alongside and learn from our new leadership team of  Pastor 

Mark, Jeannie Ellenberger, and Kaitlyn Ferry, and Linda Sevier. In the short weeks 
since our team has been working together we have come up with many exciting ideas 
for a wide variety of  ministries. Their talent and faith are incredible blessings. 

• In October I will accompany my colleagues in the Wabash Pastoral Leadership 
Program on another study tour – this time to South Africa. We will explore the 
historical sites touched by the system of  apartheid, meet with religious leaders who 

proclaim reconciliation and hope, witness the unique juxtaposition of  
wealth and poverty, worship in a variety of  settings, and even have fun on 
a safari expedition. 

 Thank you for the privilege of  serving as your spiritual guide, 
preacher, care-giver, worship leader, and holy agitator. It is a responsibility 
I do not carry lightly. And thank you for your partnership in proclaiming 
the good news to this world. You are the light of  the world! 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor AaronMiles Pavia and Hank Ammerman 

being silly during Camp @ Church

High School Youth at 
Breakout Indianapolis
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REFLECTIONS FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT,  
JESSE KELJO 
another amazing year at Cross of  
Grace, and I continue to be 

humbled by the spirit of  generosity, faith, and grace that pervades, and emanates 
from, this place. 

 One of  the big highlights this year has been Grace Groups. I have been 
grateful for the number of  people who have volunteered to lead these groups as 
well as those who have participated. Food trucks, fellowship, and faithful 
discussions all played a role in making these special, and I look forward to 
participating again in the future. Another highlight was the Faith 5 Lenten series 
spearheaded by Pastor Aaron. It was incredibly meaningful, and, my laryngitis not 
withstanding, I was honored to have the opportunity to participate in that as well. 

 It was great to help with two video projects this year involving our youth. The first was the 
Superhero Christmas program that Pastor Aaron helped put together, which had a really cool 
multimedia aspect to it. The kids seemed to have a lot of  fun dressing up and taking part, and 
it was a creative way to explore Christ’s birth. The other video was the teen Passion video that 
Pastor Aaron wrote and our high school youth performed. It was a new experience for me in 
many ways, and, despite the heavy subject matter, it was fun to work with the high school 
youth for the first time. 

 Since it is the end of  their terms, I want to take a moment to thank Pete Richards and Ed 
Hopkins for their tireless contributions in their roles as Stewardship and At-Large/Property 
Team Leaders, respectively. Pete has helped to highlight the faithful giving that happens here as 
well as growth we have experienced, and he has worked well with Dawn Becker, Linda Snow, 
and Linda Sevier in doing this. He has also worked tirelessly with volunteers like Tom Bancroft 
to complete audits of  church finances. Ed, and the many volunteers he has coordinated with, 
have helped keep the lights on, the temperature just right, and ensured that the new lights in 
the parking lot and new roof  will serve us well (and so much more). I will miss working with 
them on Council, but, of  course, they will continue to be active Partners in Mission at Cross of  
Grace. I look forward to serving with Phil Galligan as our new Stewardship Team Leader and 
Kent Kuffner as our new At-Large/Property Team Leader. 

   These only scratch the surface of  everything we are up to at Cross of  Grace including the 
recent and phenomenal Harry Potter VBS, our volunteers who share food and time with the 
women served by the Agape Alliance, our continued trips and giving that serve Fondwa, Haiti, 
and many more things, big and small, both inside and outside the church, that may go unsung 
yet are deeply appreciated. I am grateful to have the opportunity to serve such amazing pastors, 
staff, and Partners in Mission.  

– Jesse Keljo

It has been  
REFLECTIONS FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT,  JESSE KELJO
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WORSHIP & MUSIC  
– LANCE OXLEY 
 This year has brought significant change to our Music and Worship programs and 
committee. We lost Bernie Augenstein who was a long time member of  our committee. He 
was always sharing events and activities going on in the Synod, comments and concerns from 
other partners in mission, stepping in whenever needed, and ensuring we had everything 
planned well in advance with the church calendar.  We will all miss him and his presence in so 
many different ways at COG. 

 We have also had significant changes in our music programs and leadership across all 
services. Jeanne Ellenberger will be leading our music programs for the traditional and 
midweek services as well as the choir. Kaitlyn Ferry will be leading the Praise Band. Both 
Jeanne and Kaitlyn bring unique skills that will enrich our worship services in the coming 
months/years in addition to bringing new ideas and energy that will engage more of  us in a 
meaningful way in our worship experiences. 

 I would also like to thank all our volunteer leaders and musicians who made all our services 
possible. Thanks to Steve Beebe and Susan Oxley for leading our vocal and Bell choirs. Thanks 
to all our praise band and accompanist volunteers who shared their talents with us every week. 
Lastly I would like to thank all our Partners in Mission who provided special music for 
different services during the year – especially for Christmas Eve. We have been blessed with 
many talented people who are willing to share those talents with all of  us at COG. If  you have 
a musical talent that you could share – now is the perfect time to try! We have many new 
opportunities starting in the next couple of  months.  

Notable Additions, Changes, Celebrations 
 Our "Hymnfest" became more of  a "Musicfest" this year, with the addition of  a greater 
variety of  instruments and musical styles. We hope to continue this trend with our new staff  
musicians. 

 Our Christmas Eve schedule changed in a positive way this past year, moving our middle 
service from 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., in order to allow more space for special music and for 
musicians to prepare their offerings. We plan to continue a Christmas Eve service schedule 
with worship at 5 p.m., 7:30 p.m., and 11 p.m. 

 On April 3rd, we hosted The Accidentals handbell choir, from the Chelsea First United 
Methodist Church, in Chelsea Michigan. The choir led a special worship service/hand bell 
concert for our 5 p.m. worship service. 

 In response to Jim Rowe's departure as our traditional musician, on June 12th, we ended the 
ministry of  our 5 p.m. worship on Sunday evenings. While this is a hard change for a handful 
of  Partners in Mission, we also see it as an opportunity to expand our ministry to our youth, 
because it will allow Pastor Mark and Pastor Aaron to more consistently lead a wider variety of  
events at that time, particularly for our young people.

Modern Praise Band
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INTRO: KAITLYN FERRY 

 The new Contemporary Worship Music Minister at 
Cross of  Grace Lutheran Church wasn't exactly 
looking for a job when her husband happened upon an 
advertisement in an on-line jobs site. "I wanted to find 
a church first," said Kaitlyn Ferry, who recently moved 
to Indiana from Knoxville, Tennessee with her 
husband Josh and their three children, Olivia, 10, Jack, 
7 and Lincoln, 3. "I didn't think it would happen so 
fast," she said. "God has been very gracious to me." 

 She became better acquainted with 
Cross of  Grace when she found the 
Harry Potter-themed Vacation Bible 
School on the church's web site. Olivia 
and Jack both attended VBS in June -- 
at the same time the family was getting 
settled in Indianapolis. "They loved it!" 
she said. 

 Kaitlyn was selected for her part-
time job at Cross of  Grace from several 
candidates. She began her new job on 
August 1. She especially enjoys the styles 
of  classical, folk and folk-pop music and 
looks forward to performing all types of  music with 
the Modern Praise Band in the second service on 
Sundays. 

-------- 

 When she was 8 years old, Kaitlyn began learning 
how to play the violin. Kaitlyn has mastered the viola 
and mandolin, and has a beautiful singing voice. Her 
love of  music led her to seek a musical career. She 
graduated first in her class from Milligan College in 
Johnson City, Tennessee in 2007. 

 From 2008-2009, she was a music teacher at an 
elementary and middle school in Kingsport, Tennessee. 
She directed the middle school choir and prepared 
students for multiple yearly concerts. She also was a 
violinist for the Symphony of  the Mountains in 
Kingsport. There, she was the director of  the Youth 
String Ensemble and established a new youth string 
program.  

 She was a worship team member at two churches n 
Tennessee. She participated in the planning and 
production of  Sunday morning services, plus various 
special services, including Lent, Holy Week and Advent 
services. She prepared musical arrangements, played 
the violin and sang on a regular basis. 

 As a professional musician, Kaitlyn has extensive 
recording experience. She contributed to a full-length 

album called Morning to Evening recorded by the 
Green Carpet Players of  Redeemer Church. "It 
included mostly hymns re-tuned for a modern setting," 
she said. The album can be found at: 
 redeemerknoxville.bandcamp.com. 

 She is a member of  Cardiphonia, an organization 
that creates and collects music for church use. "Often, 
it is compiled by liturgical season, book of  the bible or 
by biblical theme to help worship leaders find what 
they need," she said. She also wrote and recorded a 
song based on Psalm 146, which is included in a 
Cardiphonia compilation. It can be found at 

psalms.bandcamp.com. 

 She has also performed live with the 
band Cereus Bright and arranged string 
parts for two Extended Play CD's and 
one full-length album. 

 Her first solo album, Psalms, in which 
she recorded five original songs based 
on the Psalms, is scheduled to come out 
in September. The album was made 
with the support of  her Knoxville 
church worship teams and Cardiphonia, 

-------- 

 In preparing for her new role, she has been going 
through old bulletins to see what songs the band 
knows well and which new songs she can put into the 
rotation. "I want the congregation to be involved," she 
said. "It's a corporate worship service."  

 She plans to choose songs that coincide with the 
message in the sermon or the Scripture readings. Some 
songs will be toe-tapping, uplifting and inspirational, 
while others will be more quiet and reverent. "I want 
the Communion song to reflect on sacrifice," she said. 

 A new tradition at Cross of  Grace is to invite the 
kids to play various percussion instruments during the 
last song. "I love it when the kids come up!" she said. 

 Her new job involves her working 10 to 12 hours a 
week, but she will likely work longer hours as she 
adjusts to her new role. Much of  the rest of  her time 
involves raising her three children. "They keep me 
busy," she said. 

 In addition to her many musical skills, Kaitlyn also 
has several hobbies, including sewing, hiking, game 
nights and discovering good restaurants in town. 

 Kaitlyn said she is very excited about working with 
the Modern Praise Band. "There is a lot of  talent in 
the band," she said. 

– Bettina Puckett 
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INTRO: JEANNIE ELLENBERGER 

 The new Traditional Music Minister of  Cross of  
Grace Lutheran Church displayed amazing talent on 
the piano at a very early age. 

 At just 3 ½ years old, Jeannie Ellenberger asked her 
aunt a question one day. "Would you like for me to play 
'Rudolf, the Red-Nosed Reindeer' on the piano?" she 
asked. When her aunt agreed, the little girl promptly 
perched on the piano bench and played the tune from 
start to finish. When her aunt asked Jeannie's mom 
about her talent, her mom said to Jeannie, "I thought 
that was your brother playing!" 

 Her mom was a church musician and 
gifted piano player. Still today she often 
"channels" her mother when playing the 
piano – and for good reason. Her 
mother even once played at Carnegie 
Hall. "And I had amazing teachers," she 
said. "I'm very grateful for that." 

 As she grew older, Jeannie loved 
music and began to play other 
instruments, including flute, guitar, pipe 
organ and "a little bit of  everything 
else." One of  her teachers inspired her when she 
played piano in her high school jazz band. "He had a 
knack of  saying the right thing to me," she said. "I 
hope I have absorbed some of  that." 

 Jeannie graduated from Florida Atlantic University 
with a major in piano and minor in voice and pipe 
organ.  

 In the mid-1970's, she was a folk group soloist and 
organist for a couple Catholic parishes. After her 
family moved to Greenfield, she became a pianist for 
St. Michael Catholic Church.  

 Jeannie has taught piano since 1979. She has taught 
music for 25 years at St. Michael's Catholic School in 
Greenfield, where she and her husband Steve live. She 
is the choir director, band director and is in charge of  
general music at her part-time job, which involves her 
working 2 ½ days a week. "I really like working with 
kids," she said.  

Coming to Cross of Grace 
 Several changes had taken place at Cross of  Grace 
in recent months, leaving multiple holes in the music 
program, including Jim Rowe’s departure and the 
passing Bernie Augenstein – a long-time volunteer 
accompanist for the church. Additionally, Steve Beebe 

had to relinquish his duties as choir director after 
battling tonsil cancer.  

 Jeannie found out about the job opening at Cross 
of  Grace and said she “felt as if  it were God tapping 
on my shoulder." A lot of  her dear friends had already 
left her home church of  St. James Lutheran Church in 
Greenfield, IN to join Cross of  Grace. "I felt called to 
stay there at the time," she said. "Now, I feel called to 
leave."  

 Since 1996, Jeannie had served as organist, pianist, 
Praise Band director and accompanist at St. James. She 
had also been the church's Music Director since 2010. 

August 14 was Jeannie's last day at St. 
James. "It was very sad," she said. 

 Her responsibilities at Cross of  Grace 
include playing organ and keyboards at 
the f irst ser vice, direct ing and 
accompany ing the adu l t cho i r , 
coordinating special music, arranging 
and composing music, and playing for 
midweek worship services, and starting 
a bell choir for kids.  

 Another significant expectation of  
her pos i t ion i s r ec r u i t ing and 

empowering musicians in the congregation 
to share their musical gifts with the congregation. "I 
successfully work with volunteer and paid musicians," 
she said. "Anyone who wants to perform music, I'll be 
happy to work with them."  

 As Jeannie transitions into her role at Cross of  
Grace she is relying on and benefiting from the 
experience of  Steve Bebee, the church's former choir 
director, Dave Baker, who is providing handbell 
lessons, as well as others in the congregation. 

 Jeannie can also rely on Partner in Mission Steve 
Raymond, who plays bass in the Modern Praise Band. 
Jeannie and Steve played together in a band for more 
than 20 years. ”We did a variety of  music, but mainly 
rock-and-roll and gospel," she said. 

 Jeannie and Steve have three daughters and three 
grandchildren, whom she says are "the light of  our 
lives.” 

 Jeannie's hobbies include spending time with her 
husband, traveling to see their daughters and their 
families, swimming, reading and learning to integrate 
music with technology. 

  "I'm happy to be here at Cross of  Grace," Jeannie 
said. "I feel very blessed." 

– Bettina Puckett 
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 MISSION & OUTREACH 
– ANGI JOHNSON 

The Groceries of Grace food pantry continues to 
serve our immediate community, mostly through 
recommendations and referrals from the township 
Trustee’s office. We served 60 people (in 105 visits) 
this fiscal year. In addition to non-perishable food, 
we’ve been able to share $1,600 worth of  Marsh gift 
cards, along with some donations of  small household 
items, clothes, and shoes. Please keep the food pantry 
on your shopping list and continue to bring non-
perishable foods to church, particularly on 5th Sundays 
in any month. Thanks to Linda Sevier for adding this 
important ministry to her role as Administrative 
Assistant, and to Ruth Ann Dorn, Stacy Hamlow, and 
Dave Opel, who regularly organize the pantry. 
  
Again this year, our generous support of  the Equal 
Exchange Fair Trade Coffee Project has once 
again placed us among the top 5% of  sales among 
churches in the US. This is our tenth year of  
involvement and we have embraced and enjoyed the 
delicious teas, coffee and chocolates through this 
ministry. The goal of  this project is to help cut out the 
“middle-man” in production and support farmers and 
families in developing countries to make a fair and 
better living. A special thanks to Sally Richards and 
Linda Sevier for helping to order and organize the 
products we sell and share through this ministry.  
   
The “No Strings Attached” Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting continues to meet weekly at Cross of  Grace at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursdays, in our Fellowship Room. The 
group averages between 15-20 members from week to 
week and has become a regular fixture on the 
publicized AA meeting schedule. 
  
Mission Sundays at Cross of  Grace continue to 
share financial resources for organizations and 
ministries at least one time every month. Our Partners 
in Mission generously shared $8,910 this year, through 
special offerings, helping various ministries, like Agape 
Alliance, the MS Foundation, the ELCA’s World 
Hunger effort, Operation Christmas Child, the 
Women’s Resource Center of  Hancock County, Wernle 
Children’s Home, and Nathan’s Playroom. That total 
doesn't tell the whole story, either. We provided 
Christmas gifts for local families, as described below. 

  

The Christmas Sharing Tree benefited eight 
families this year. Each family received, on average, 
12-15 gifts, bought by the congregation. The families 
were blessed and very grateful for all the generous gifts 
that were donated and delivered. Thanks to everyone 
that provided for these families, creating a wonderful 
Christmas experience that might otherwise not have 
happened.  This year's tree also included gifts for our 
friends at Agape Alliance.  We were able to provide 
three gifts per lady, as well as socks, underwear and 
other hygiene items. 

On Friday, December 11th, we hosted our 2nd 
Annual Foster Family Christmas Party for 
families and children in Hancock County. We provided 
food, games, a photo-op with Santa, and partnered 
with the Exchange Club of  Hancock County to 
provide gifts.  

We continued our partnership with Agape Alliance. 
On Mondays once a month a group of  women from 
Cross of  Grace share meals, friendship, and even 
communion, with sex-workers on Indianapolis’ east 
side. It takes lots of  cooks to pull this off, so keep your 
eyes and ears open if  you’d like to help in the future. In 
addition, we were able to help with the Sex Worker 
Project with the Marion County Health Department by 
providing gift cards for incentive for sex workers to be 
tested for sexually transmitted infections. 

Thanks to Terry and Linda Snow for all their work 
preparing the Mission Endowment Fund’s Silent 
Auction in February. It was another great success, 
raising nearly $7,700 toward the fund’s principal 
balance. Thanks to everyone for participating as well as 
for donating all the items. At the end of  June, 2016, 
the Mission Endowment Fund totaled $106,128.08 
in principal. Five hundred dollars of  the accumulated 
interest from the previous year was shared with 
Redeemer Hospitality Mission’s Son Seekers summer 
day camp, for underprivileged children ages 6 - 19 
(Hosted at Redeemer Lutheran Church, North Park 
Avenue, Indianapolis). The other $3,265.17 of  
accumulated interest was shared with Lutheran 
Campus Ministries, supporting collegiate faith 
communities throughout the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. 
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We appreciate our relationship with the Indiana 
Blood Center, hosting blood drives as often as they'll 
join us on Sunday mornings. Thanks to Paula McCain 
for organizing three drives this year and encouraging 
us to roll up our sleeves. We share on average 15-20 
units of  blood each Sunday that they're with us. 
  
We sent seven more people (Amy Geisler, Jackson 
Havel, Pastor Mark, Sandy Havel, Denise Hercamp, 
Judy Jordan, and Dave Sevier) to Fondwa, Haiti, in 
February, to continue our relationship with the 
community there.  Most of  our time was spent moving 
materials for a new water cistern, moving earth for 
drainage at the orphanage, taking pictures of  children 
at the school, and administering medicine for the 
children there, as well. Jamalyn Williamson led the 
group and we traveled with nine other friends from 
places like St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, in 
Indianapolis, and Milroy United Methodist Church, in 
Milroy, Indiana. Remember, our Building Fund tithe 
continues to be split between the ministry we share 
with the people of  Fondwa (5%) and Roots of  Life, 
the new ministry we’re helping Pastor Teri Ditslear to 
grow in Noblesville (5%).  

We continue to share grace through our Eucharistic 
Ministry Program, whereby several Partners in 
Mission carry communion to those who can’t be with 
us in worship. This team of  servants takes shares the 
sacrament in homes, in nursing care facilities and in 
hospitals, as needed from one week to the next. Joyce 
Ammerman continues to share communion with the 
entire memory care unit at a senior living facility on 
Indianapolis’ east side. 

In September, we participated in the ELCA-wide 
“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, completing a 
variety of  home improvement projects for our 
Partners in Mission who could use some extra help. 
  
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to create gifts 
that remind friends, family, or even strangers, about the 
presence of  prayer during times of  stress, struggle and 
sickness.  All are welcome to join this ministry 
whenever they meet and/or to take advantage of  the 
shawls they create by sharing them. They can be found 
in the sacristy closet, behind the altar. Please contact 
Joyce Ammerman for information, or to thank her for 
leading this ministry. 

Our 3rd Annual “Hold ‘em for Haiti” card party, 
as part of  our Oktoberfest celebration, raised 
$1,075.00 for our work in Fondwa, as well. Thanks to 
the Nahre Family for organizing this fun way to share 
grace through yearly poker and Euchre tournaments. 

We continue to have lots of  fun as a family of  faith 
with special events like our Oktoberfest and Mardi 
Gras parties, as well as our annual Easter Breakfast and 
midweek meals during Advent and Lent. Ruth Boyer 
also planned an additional “50’s and 60’s Party,” which 
was a great time for everyone who came.                
The Hospitality Team continues to bless us by 
hosting many of  these events throughout the year. As 
we continue to grow and add size and scope to our 
celebrations, we’ll keep looking for more planners to 
take the lead. Please let us know if  you can help out. 
  
Our Women’s Circle of Grace was as active as ever. 
In addition to their annual Christmas luncheon at the 
Kopper Kettle, in Morristown, and dinner and a movie 
events, they also took trips like the Garden of  Flowers 
Tour, hosted a pizza and movie night, joined a Garden 
Getaway retreat at the Benedictine Inn, and held a 
spiritual retreat led by Pastor Teri Ditslear at the 
Weymouths’ home. This group learns, laughs, travels, 
and experiences life in some wonderful ways in the 
name of  faith and is always open to others who’d like 
to join them. Again this Christmas, the Women’s Circle 
of  Grace put together gift baskets of  various Fair 
Trade products. Thanks to Carol Graham and all those 
involved in building the baskets and to those who 
purchased and shared them for the holidays. 

In May, around 2,000 members of  our community 
lined up to Primary Voting at Cross of  Grace. We 
were blessed to share a warm welcome and all kinds of  
hospitality to the precinct workers and voters, alike. 

Thanks goes to Paula McCain for organizing a 
Mission Quilt Ministry at Cross of  Grace. The 
quilters, including Stacy Hamlow, Nancy Hunnicutt, 
Joyce Ammerman, and Sally Geile, and more 
participants from the Craft Fellowship group 
assembled 14 quilts that were sent to Lutheran World 
Relief  to be shipped around the world to people who 
can benefit from the quilts. This group assembles 
during Craft Fellowship evenings as well as designated 
days throughout the year.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Grace Quest/Sunday School 
The success of  our approach to Sunday morning 
education for children in preschool through 5th grade 
hinges on the dedication and compassion of  
volunteers as well as the commitment of  families to 
participate. Much thanks to our teachers Beth Ann 
Heilers, Joyce Ammerman, Elise Barrett, Amy 
Matthews, Stephanie Smith, Brittany Hall, 
Lindsey Stamper, Angi Johnson, Christa Havel, 
Mark Blachly, Jennie Walgren, and Linda Stoeffler. 
Much thanks goes to Denise Miller as she transitions 
away from her long-held role as GraceQuest 
Coordinator.  

The kids worked hard to put together a fun and unique 
Christmas program this year, written by Pastor Aaron, 
called “A Superhero Christmas.” Not only did the kids 
get to dress up in fun costumes at church, but they also 
had the privilege of  telling the story of  Christ’s birth in 
a new way. You can view the production on our church 
YouTube channel.  

First Communion 
Seven children – Nick Ammerman, Margaret 
Barrett, Nick Greene, Carter Kottlowski, Saydie 
Miller, Charlie Rigsbee, and Ginny Walthers – 
celebrated their First Communion on Sunday, April 
24th. They and their families used the chalices they 
made during their class. 
  
Vacation Bible School 
Our VBS program was a highlight of  the summer, with 
its Harry Potter theme, carefully assembled by Pastor 
Aaron and a team of  wizards who helped pull it off. 
We welcomed 70-75 children each of  the three days of  
the program and hosted a closing party on Wednesday 
evening, for about 100 people, including families who 
were new to Cross of  Grace, thanks to their interest in 
the program. 

Camp @ Church 
Pastor Aaron organized a week-long camp program 
facilitated by trained camp counselors, right here at 
Cross of  Grace, the last week of  June. About a dozen 
elementary aged children, along with some middle 
school helpers, gathered Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for camp activities like songs, games, 
Bible Study and more. Due to the overwhelmingly-
positive feedback, we plan to bring the program back 
to Cross of  Grace next summer. 

Middle School 
Our 6th-8th grade students meet weekly during the 
Sunday morning education hour for Faith Formation- 
a class about the basics and practical implications of  
Christian faith. Eight eighth graders completed the 
program, taught by Pastor Mark and affirmed their 
faith on Pentecost Sunday, May 15th. We celebrate with 
and welcome Andie Anderson, Ben Blachly, Grant 
Hickman, Owen Kleine, Megan Long, Brandon 
Matherlee, Peyton Miller and Jordan Reid, as 
Confirmed Partners in Mission.  

A youth group for our 5th-8th grade students held 
several events through the year including a movie 
night, a school dance “after-party” and a waffle bar 
fundraiser during a GraceGroups dinner. Excitement is 
high as we head into the next year with regularly-
scheduled youth group meetings and service 
opportunities. 

High School 
During the Sunday morning education hour Matt 
Moore and Tonya Reid convened the youth and 
facilitated discussion around a creative curriculum 
exploring Biblical stories. These gatherings became 
opportunities for sharing life stories and lessons.  

The youth also gathered together for the annual 
Sweetheart Dinner, ski trip, an “escape room” event, a 
football party at the Moore’s, and more. Pastor Aaron 
led a retreat for graduating seniors as they prepare to 
transition to college. We are grateful for the active 
involvement of  our amazing seniors and wish them 
continued success. The “Senior Moments” shared this 
year were exceptional. We also owe a debt of  gratitude 
to Matt Moore as he has moved away from New 
Palestine; Matt has been very gracious in sharing his 
time and energy with the youth.

2016 Confirmands
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Adult Education 
In July we took a group of  children and adults on a 
day-trip to Cincinnati’s Freedom Center and 
Underground Railroad Museum. This was a great 
cross-generational experience for the 25 or so men, 
women, and children who participated. 

The weekly Men’s Bible Study continues to meet on 
Monday evenings, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  This is an 
ongoing, informal study group that reads portions of  
the Bible in prayer and conversation. Men are invited 
to join the group at any time.  

Women’s Bible Study continued to meet Monday 
evenings and Thursday mornings. This continues to be 
a meaningful means of  fellowship and learning for the 
women of  our congregation and some friends from 
the community, too. We have plans for continued 
gatherings on Monday evenings and Thursday 
mornings in the year ahead. 

Continuing to draw from his sabbatical experiences, 
Pastor Mark led monthly Moonlight Meditations 
over the summer months and into the fall. These 
experiences were held outside, on the labyrinth. He 
continues to offer a regular e-mail devotional ministry 
for those interested in receiving weekly information 
and inspiration about how to make meditation and 
prayer a regular part of  daily life. 

We hosted a CrossRoads new member class in 
August, 2015. These classes invite and inform new 
people about our life as Partners in Mission at Cross 
of  Grace, in the Lutheran Church and with the 
Christian Church, in general. Eight families, including 
20 Mission Partners, joined our ranks as a result, in 
September. 

Our monthly Craft Fellowship continues to be a great 
way for folks from Cross of  Grace and the community 
to gather for fellowship and a chance to share ideas 
and inspiration about scrapbooking, card-making and 
other hobbies. 

David Duff  continued to lead Financial Peace 
University classes, for which we are grateful, as it is a 
unique way that we open our doors to others in the 
community for meaningful learning opportunities. 

In October, Pastor Joyce Gerwing led a Women’s 
Lectionary Study of  Sunday morning Scriptures. 

Pastor Aaron led Acolyte Training on January 23rd, 
for children interested in serving in this way. The class 
be will offered on a yearly basis. 

Perhaps the most prolific addition to our ministry’s 
repertoire were the Grace Groups that became a part 
of  our life together this year. Three five-week sessions 
of  small groups were offered and people gathered 
around food, fellowship, learning, and service. Groups 
included yoga, quilting, jewelry-making, wooden pen 
crafting, a race relations dialogue, and book studies on 
marriage, theology, parenting, death and dying, and 
motherhood. For fun, we also hosted food trucks from 
Edward’s Drive-In and The Cakehole. 

In response to the many young families who expressed 
interest, Pastor Mark and Pastor Aaron led a 
Baptismal Class of  instruction about and invitation 
to the sacrament. The class was held in February, and 
as a result, we were blessed to celebrate the baptisms 
of  13 new Cross of  Gracers in the months that 
followed. 

The Wednesday morning Soup, Salad and Scripture 
studies have also become known as Breakfast Club, 
which meets on Tuesdays, before lunch. Both studies 
continue to offer a meaningful variety of  discussion 
and learning for a significant group of  Cross of  
Gracers. Studies this year included a book study of  
Barbara Brown Taylor’s Learning to Walk in the Dark, 
led by Chris Barrett. Pastor Mark also led a study of  
Short Stories by Jesus, by Amy-Jill Levine. 

Tom Orr continued to lead engaging Adult Forum 
studies this year, including “My Neighbor is Muslim” 
and “The Clown and the Crocodile” – a study of  Job. 
Kevin Michaelis continued his leadership of  the Wired 
Word class. Bernie Augenstein also led a study 
discussing the common ground shared between 
Lutherans and Roman Catholics. We look forward to 
more adult learning opportunities in the year ahead. 
  
We were blessed and we were a blessing to continue 
hosting the SonRise Bible Study events for adults 
with intellectual and physical disabilities on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. Between leaders and participants, 
the group grew this year to more than 30 gathering for 
these weekly classes. In addition to regular classes, this 
group gathers for special celebration dinners at 
Christmas and in the spring, and supported the camp 
in Pendleton in July. Talk with Chuck Hershberger to 
learn more about this ministry.
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STEWARDSHIP  
– PETE RICHARDS 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 
thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.”  
Matthew 6: 19 – 21 

 I used the passage from Matthew above on all my Stewardship reports provided to the Cross of  Grace 
Council each month during my tenure as the Stewardship representative. The reason I like it is because it 
speaks to the “heart of  the matter” concerning stewardship. Jesus calls on us to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. If  we do that, then it follows that how we use our treasures, time, talent and financial gifts, will be 
as Matthew tells us, reflective of  what is in our heart.   

 We are truly blessed as a faith community at Cross of  Grace with mission partners who generously give 
their treasures and demonstrate the love of  Christ that is in their hearts on a consistent and regular basis.  
Following are just a few examples: 

• Continued support to the mission church in Noblesville, IN 
• Continued support to the outreach mission in Fondwa, Haiti 
• Sustained generous giving to the Building Fund has allowed the mortgage to be paid down early and 

is now under $1M. The sooner this is paid off, the sooner more opportunities to support more 
mission possibilities. 

• Scholarship support to a seminary student 
• Monthly Mission Sundays that provide support to many worthy charitable causes 
• Cross of  Grace is a leader in per capita Benevolence Giving in the ELCA Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
• We enjoy a robust Music Program thanks to the time and talent of  our many gifted musicians and 

leaders in choir, praise band, hand bells and soloist  
• Mission partners who clean the church, mow the lawn, serve in duties to support worship, provide 

refreshments, teach Sunday school, provide children’s church, count the money, keep the books, plan 
and provide social events….I’m running out of  breath, but you get the picture. 

• And we pay all our bills on time! 

 Now for some more traditional number crunching stuff. 
This chart shows our average monthly giving per calendar 
year since 2011. This year is through June giving, so the 
averages for this year will change between now and end of  
December. We usually have a large increase in December, 
so I would expect 2016 giving to end up at or slightly 
above 2015 giving. 
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STEWARDSHIP, CONT’D 

 Our average monthly attendance continues to grow each year and this year has reached an average 
monthly number of  247. While our Stewardship posture is strong, we must not get complacent. There 
remains much mission work to do and I look forward to our journey together. 
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First Service 112 108 96 88 95 104

Second Service 108 102 103 94 104 121

Third Service 59 37 28 32 27 22

Total Attendance 235 245 228 211 227 247

20 baptisms

July ’15 – June ‘16
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PROPERTY  
– ED HOPKINS 

 Over the past year the property team identified essential maintenance tasks needing 
attention now and less imperative tasks for future completion. In the spring there was a 
maintenance Grace Group that came together with willing hands to offer their help. Projects 
completed during this time included adding shelves in the hallway and maintenance closet, 
installing blinds in the sanctuary and repairing and replacing lighting in the sanctuary. One of  
our partners in mission donated a mini-barn that was placed behind the existing mini-barn. 
Other jobs done around the property included painting, mulching and general maintenance.   

 The largest property item completed this year was the roof  and guttering replacement. This 
replacement was needed due to damage from a hail storm. The damage was discovered in fall 
of  2015 and the replacement was done the spring of  2016. All of  the roof  and guttering 
repairs and replacement was covered by insurance. 

 Mother Nature was kind to us this winter which helped reduce the cost of  snow plowing 
the drive and parking lot. However, many thanks goes out to all who help ensure our sidewalks, 
doorways and other traffic areas into the building were clear. It is very much appreciated.  

 Many people volunteered to clean our building, mow the grass, and maintain the 
landscaping and labyrinth. We continue to rely on and appreciate this service for many reasons.  
Frankly, there are so many people who do so many things “behind the scenes” that work so 
tirelessly they can’t all be named here.  Thank You. 

 Lastly, thanks goes out for the contributions to keep our building safe, welcoming and in 
good working order.  By doing this we have been able to open our building up to many events 
and groups. Maintaining our building and grounds will keep our investment in good working 
order for the future.


